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ö All they who are guilty of it, IS 
tryed, and condemned in theſe Sermons. 


Preached at Rochford in: Eſer not long before 


his death, by that able, faithfull, and laborious 


Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, Mr. Willias Fenner, B. D. 
and made publick by one of his unwor- 
thy fellow- labourers, 


_ 


Prov. 1. 24, 25,26. 

_ I have called, and ye have refuſed, I have ftretched 2 2 
| hand, and no man regarded: but ye have 'ſet a at naught all 

ell, and would none of my reproef, I will alſo laugh at your c — 
and mock when your fear cometh. 


J oh. 5. 40. 43» 

And ye will not come to me that ye might have life. I am come in my 
Fathers name, and ye receive me not; if another ſhall come in bu 
owne name, him joa will receive. 


ö 


— ; _— 


— 


yelli menns Domine miſericordie tale eff de redtunds ad te, quale eftwelie 
tuum de mea ad te reverſione. Guil.Pariſ. de Rhetor.Div.c. 144 
Avid agit liberum ? Breviter refþondeo, ſalvatnr, 
Bern, de Lib. Arb. & Gr. 
Non volle in cauſa eſt, non poſſe prætenditur. Sen. 


Or ET 


LONDON, 


Printed by J. G. for J. R and are to be fold by william 
Gitbertſon, at the Bible in Giliſpur. ſtreet, 1656. 
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To the Right Honourable, ROBERT 
„Baron of Led in Efie, and Baile of Wis 
Baron of Leex, in Eſex, and E of War 
” C OG 


| Abundance of Spiritaall Bleflingsin Jeſus brit. 


* « 
o 2 


IVY 


C] 22 Lord had poured upon him, not onely an 4 


2 Tim. 3. 1. that in the laſt dayes perillo 


| T1045 times 
ſhould come; thoſe who are full of carnall felf-love and 


unthankfulneſſe, will much encreaſe the danger of this | 


laſt age of the World, (the Lord root up all ſi 


out of our hearts.) $ 


God hath, hope, given your Honour ſuch a meaſute of 


love to the Publique, and fo active a ſpirit to doe goodto 
others, as will help to leſſen the danger of theſe il times. 
And I would be ſo thankfull for favours receiyed, that I 
might not be ranked among this diſhonourable Catalogue 
which here Paul ſums up, of ſach as make bad times 
worſe. * cd | 

It is your Honours happineſſe and advantage (as it was 
once {aid of the Duke of Gniſe in Fance, that he did put ob- 
ligations upon all) that you can engage very many; and 
amongſt the reſt, I muſt ever acknowledge my ſelfe one 

who in one of the greateſt curnings of my life, by the good 
hand of God upon me, in your free conſent and noble 
bounty, have had ſo much comfort, in the neareſt and dea- 


reſt relation, that I never envied any other, but find matter Prov. 30,10; 


of everlaſting praiſes to God for his goodneſſe co my ſelfe 
therein. And being under ſo great obligations, when I can 
produce nothing of my own worthy your acceptance, I 
take leave to act the part of a Midwife to this happy Birth 
which may call your Honour Father, as will appeare by the 
following Letter, that it was ultimately intended for your 
ſpiricuall advantage; and it were now a kind of facriledge 
to keep that holy Iſſue from you, that is ſo much 


your own, It joyes the fouls of me and many more of. 


Bbb your 
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Aut being upon a Propheticall wing, (for the | 
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I your pra ſervants, that they have ſo much occaſion to 
. Prailes — behalfe, for ſa many able and 
faithfull Miniſters of the Goſpell, of the firſt, ſecond, and 


third magnitude, that your prudent fatherly care hath 
fixed, where you as Patron have been truſted. 
Oh the many Chariots and Horſeme of Iſrad, chat 
your Noble Father and you have brought truumphanitly 
into Bſex'! (herein you did happily Patrixare ;) the Lord 
continue the like care to build and repaire his Houſe, in 
thoſe who ſurvive you from generation to generation, that 
ſo your Houſe may ſtill be honourably ſupported. ' © 
Eccleſiaſtieall Story ſpeaks of one Henricus Auceps, when 
he did fight againſt the Hungarians, made this vow to 
God, That if the Lord would give him victory againſt 
his enemy, he would purge his Country from Simony, 
which at that time mightily abounded therein. We want 
mee of ſuch an heroicall zealous diſpoſition in England. 
22693 Oh that all Patrons were more mindfull of their high 
truſt; then they would not ſo often betray the ſouls of 
people by putting offa friend &c. with a Living to ſome 
unworthy Chaplain. Doubtleſſe there is many a damned 
creature roaring in Hell, curſing covetous Patrons as well 
as unfaithfull Paſtors, for whoſe Bloud (in part at leaſt) 
they muſt be accountable to the Father of ſpirits, and judge 
of quick and dead. A moſt heavy reckoning, when the 
finnes of ſo many Coogregations, to which Patrons are 
acceſſary by ſending ignorant and ſcandalous Miniſters a- 
mongſt them, are made theirs, whereas the leaſt of their 
own ſinnes unrepented of, will fink them eternally. 
Sod who is faichfull, will not forget your labour and 
coſt of love to the truly reverend man of God, Mr. Faber, 
(ho is now ſinging Hallelujahs in heavenly Manſions) 
when he was perſecuted by the * Archi- flamen of Canterbury. 
22 gen He will pay abundantly for the protecting and nurſing his 
reading, who Children, Heb. 6:10. . 
to make ir appeare, ihat as Heatheniſh Feaſts Becrbemuie @ Saturndis, te. were turned into Chriſtmas and 


ſuch other Feaſt t, bopipg thereby to win Heathens co Chriſt : ſo were s/Archi-flemens and Flemins changed 
inte Arch-pretaves and pretates, our of x good incggtin. : 1 
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I know not how better to expreſſe my deep ſenſe 
moſt reall favour (the comfort whereof I daily enjoy) 
then by taking the humble boldneſſe to beſeech your Ho- 
nout to adde one thing more, which indeed is the unum ne- 
ceſſaium, whereby you will gain that better part, which ſhall 
not be taken from you; Namely, that you would ſtudy and 
pray that you may walk in the light and heat of that glo- Lat. 10% 
rious Coſpel · conſtellation (for Miniſters are Stars, and the 
* Angels of the Churches) whieh you have endeayoured to 10 nz 
fixe in your Orbe. Your Honour hath been ſo often at Sea, A 
and there beholding the wonders of God in the N — 
been taught to wreſtle with him for mercy. ix is an old ſay- Sar 
ing, He that vvould learnto pray;let ham Loe to Sea: Beſiege Hea- did not think ; 
ven with your unwearied importunities, that the Ark of be aer 
the Goſpel, which you have provided for thouſands, may 2 
be your own everlaſting Sanctuary. And that youg feaſt- Jonah 3.5, | 
ing upon their dainties, may be fat and flouriſhing in your "a 
laſt dayes, ſtanding ſtedfaſt in theſe ſhaking times, and im- 
moveable, keeping faith and a good conſcience( which too 
many having put away, concerning Faith have made ſhip- 
wrack) more and more abounding in the work of the 
Lord, for as much as you know your labour is not in vain 
in che Lor. e 


ofyour 


Thi through the grace of Chriſt, ſhall 
bethe earneſt Prayer of him who l, 


My Lord, 
Tour Honours moſt obliged Servant, 


Thomas Hill. 


* 


10 


Nx: + > 155 
THE RIGHT VVORSHIP FULL, 
My much Honoured Friend, 

Sir NAT HANITEL RICH. 


jadge it profitable, 


on ſhall do we 
« Kin: 1 3. u. 


Yours in the Lord Jeſus, 


WILLIAMFENN ER. 
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To the Chriſtian Reader, who deſireth to hold 
faſt the form of ſound words in faith and love, 


whichisin CHRIST F ESUHS, and to advance 
Free · grace above Free-will. A. 


ot admirably wiſe and fatherly hath brew the Lords care 
4 (ol of bu Churches in all Ages; and when there were falſe 
Prophets under the Old Teftament , the Lord had bis 
Jeremiahs 0 confate them, whom he made « defenced Je:3-16: 
City, an Iron Pillar, and Brazen wall 4g 4inft all oppo- 
ferion.When the Devil flirred up Hymeneus, Philetus, 
and others, to undermine the truths of the Goſpel, in the times of the New 
Teſtament, the Lord raiſed and accompliſhed his Pauls to confound them. 1 Tim.1.20; 
Ton e Lex when the Churches of Chriſt are in 4 wilderneſſe condi- Rev. 12. 15. 
iow, and the Serpent caſts out of his mouth waters as 4 flond· ufter the *© 
women (that is, multitudes of unſound and Hererical opinions,) the earth dein M, 
belped the woman, and opened her month, and ſwallowed the fload which excellent Book 
the Dragon caſt out of his mouth that is, Feſus Chrift had thoſe here on ibe place, | 
that did encounter and overthrow ail falſe Doctrine, with which the de- 
vil by his agents endeauoured to poyſon and deſtrey the Churches, Thus 
it was in the four genergll Conneels, namely, that of Nice, ber Arrius ont A. . 
4 Presbyter of Alexandria denying that the Son of God was conſub- ,jo, © 
ſtantial with the Father, and aſſerting that there was 4 time when he under Conflen- 
was not, was confuted, and truth obtained a victory there, God ſtirring „. 3 — 
#p maxy learned men to oppoſe him. cory 
And in the ſecond, that of Conſtantinople, when there was a Mace- 2. About A. P. 
donius who called the Holy Ghoſt a creature, many were able by the po- Horny 
wer of truth to confound him, a 
And the third, when a Neſtorius, who denyed that the Virgin Mary 3-About A. D. 
could be called the Mother of God, Providence ordered it ſo that then 4 AL 
Council of learned Biſhops and Elders at Epheſus ſhould bla# that opini- ſecond, © 
on. And 'wben an Eutiches (who in 4 diffrext way from Neſtorius, who not S 
denyed the perſonal Union of two Natures in Chriſt) would have the im-. S. but x 
menſity of i he Divine natare in Chriſt, and that there was onely the Di- At a A. D 
vine nature in him, another Counſell at Calcedon overthrew him. 456. under 
Thus God had variety of Championg, to conteft with the moſt ſubtile Paris 
and prevailing adverſaries, from hand to hand; particularly when there Cent. 3. 
was Manes & Manichei, who rejected the old Teſtament, and affirmed 3 
that man fell not by voluntary defection, but of neceſſity, becauſe mens 
body was made of the Prince of darkneſſe (wherewith Auſtin was leves- 
ed before his converſion) The Lord had Chryſoſtom and others #0 bin- 
der the ſpreading and prevailing of it. | ein 
| Bbb 3 __- nn 
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Sq ' When there was an Arrius, who denyed the Divinity of Chriſt, there 
"£39 (bould be an Achanafius raiſed to overthrow bim. 
Dempfterus ex When à Macedonius to oppoſe the Holy Ghoſt then a Baſil to break him. 
Waifts refer, When 4 Pelagius to advance Free-will into the Throne of Free-grace, 
— 4n- hen God would raiſe ap an Auſtin, (that great light of the Church in his 
Slica natus, te- time] to depoſe that, and to reſtore this to its crown and dignity, 
_ 2 Thi Pelagius was born in Brittaine the ſame day that Auſtine in 
lit, ſunnũ Ee. Aﬀeick, he was the firſt preſumptuous advancer of the pride of Free- 
e will. He did not think the grace of God to be neceſſary for the helping of 
pita ene - Free will, for good things in every act. This was condemned in the © 
e. About A. councell of Carthage, wherein indeed to ſave himſelfe he did equivo- 
3 cate in the word grace, acknowledging 4 naturall, an exciting, and af- 
ter converſion an aſciſting grace. Thu Doctrine was likewiſe condemy- 
Dammua ante-" ed in the Synod of Paleſtina , 1200 yeers agve , and therein Armini- 
_ — * 4viſmkild before it was born, by the ſtrength of that place, 2 Tim. 1.9. 
f This Pelagius had his Scholars, Julianus and Czleſtinus. Jeſuc 
Chri# woald not then leave Auſtin without ſome Diſciples to conflitt 
with thoſe (as Chryſoſtom had hs Occumenius, and Theophylact hi 
Pediſſequi, hi followers) ſo was there « Proſper, and Hilary Are- 
latenſis, to encounter the old Maſiilians, and Semipelagians in France. 
Hie learned And when there was 4 Fauſtus Regienſis (4 moſt ſubtil adverſary) 4 
Arct-Bi-#ſbers Biſboy who didcleſely defend Pclagianiſm in two Books of Free. wil; 
diſcourieof The Church ſhould have 4 Fulgentius, aud Petrus Diaconus, and - 
fiee-wiil in bers to oppoſe bim. Tea ſentence was then given againſt Pelagius and 
Jeluics cha- Semi pelagians, in the Conncell of Orenge. In the general, that 
I:nge. their opinions touching free- il and free-grace, were not agreeable to 
Abou. AD. ;be Catholick faith. | | 
| Further, about the yeer $50, one Johannes Scotus (not he which 
wrote upon the Sentences with ſo much oppoſition againſt Thomas A- 
quinas, but another) wrote 4 Book againſt Predeſtination, which the 
Church of Leyden confuted with a godly and learned book. 

When Gotte ſchalcus, about the yeer, 849. ſpake of PredeFination 
perilonſly, to wit, That thoſe who were predeſtinated to life, by the 
decree of Gods predeſtination were forced to do well: and thoſe 
who were predeſtinated to condemnation, were forced by the decree 
of God to do evill, he was reſiſted by Hincmarus and ether learned 
men. 

Thi infectious errour Pelagianiſm ſpread is England, where it was 
apt to take the deeper rooting, becauſe Pelagius himſelfe by birth was 4 
Britaine : But the Lord raiſed learned Bradwardine Arch-Biſhop of 
Canterbury and ſome others to appeare in the canſe of God, and of free- 
grace, and to fortifie the Churches Sgainſt all Pelagians, whom Au- 

ſtia calls TInimicos gratiæ dei; and Fulgentius, Vaſa irz dei. 

Afterwards the ſubtilty of the Serpent inſinuated himſelfe into the 
Garden of the Church by the wit and learning of Fauſtus Socinus (ano- 
ther Infauſtus Fauſtus in Poland ;) They who have opportunity to con- 
ſalt Socinus books de Miniſterio, 4vdthe Catechiſmus MA 

4 


tare $0 thaſe who examine Peltius his book the Harmony ony / Feltia his har? 

* Sacinian and Arminian Doctrine. I wiſh that book were in LE por ym ge _ 
liſh ; it would make many bluſh now adayes to ſee how incogitently(I hope Note. 
that is the worſt in mauy) they have run themſelves into the Tents'of 
Socinĩans & Arminians, and nom not now how hononrably to retreat. 

About the yeere 15 70. when Petrus Baro 4 French man, had infecł- 
ed Cambridge with that diſeaſe from France, (you ſee ſpirituall as well | 
& bodily evils haue come from France) and one Mr. Barret, who athtd ide M. Print 
concurrently with him : but then God giving the Heads of Colleges: 
with the Vicechancellor « prudent Neals ro oppoſe it, they ſem wy Dr. | 
Tindal and Dr, Whitaker, 10 complaine to Arch-Biſhop Whitgift, ne «ter 


which begt that U ſefull Book of !Areiculi Lambethani. —— 

| ; '  Dr.Whinagers 
bleſſed ſoul returned to her eternal reſt, having not lang befare in an admirable Congio ad glerum (rightly ela 
led his cygras Cantio) diſcovered and conſuteg the chick poiats of Arminieniſme. 


The Leaves came then into the Netherlayds, and (a learned King 
James ſaith Arminins was the firft that infected Leyden with the 
Pelagian Hereſie,“ He was «ſtrong aud cleare parted man; and s E 
it is ſaid of origen, Ubi bene nemo melius, ubi male nemo pejus; ſ — ide ef 
there are ſome tæcellent diſconrſes in his Warkes and ethers as deſperate- Feah's pre} 
ly oppoſite to the Covenant of Grace, ſpattering all the links of the Gol- Fae Rat: 
den chaine of our ſalvation, which i the great evill of Arminianiſmes © © 
From 4 young ſtudent, Junius preſaged of him, that be would be a very 
uſefull, or moſt pernicious inſtrument in the Church of Chriſt. By thi 
Junius (when the Lord had converted him from Athei ſme, by reading the 
beginning of the firſt Chapter of the Goſpel of John, where he ſaw ſuch 
Majeſty, that be thought that the Lord did therein detonare ab alto) te 
Lord gave a ſoveraigue antidote to his Church in thoſe parts, againſt 
the infection of Arminianiſme. As about the ſeme time, by that glori- 
ous light, Mr. Perkins in England, whow the Lord made « Malleus 
both of Fapiſtt and Arminians, and by more cleare and condeſcend- 
ing diſcoveries of Chriſt, made the deep unſteries of ſpeaulati ve, aud 
the heavenly ſecrets of Practical Divinity,to meet in the Pulpit; and 
all this in a litth time; i for he lived but abowt 44. yeares, being born 
(ni fallor)in the firſt, and dyedip the laſ of : 2ueenElizabeths reign. 
Oh bow much did he in a little time? oo on 3 

Bit ftill the Devill will be caſting weeds inis Chriſt — 
np thaſe that have been rocteſ ant, and throwing ihem over the wall 
Again. Ro e ++ el L * * c 


* 
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As the name 


© Proteflants | 5 2 ce M Hague, bawix# þ parties 3 oh | 
given firftco reported d Bertius. 
- the Drinces 


Abort this time came up 


ſought Retor”. Colle dg | 
Diet ar Spirog- place, it grew 100 hot for him, he wot complying with the preſent s 
A.D.1539.  wies, — having Preached « Sermon at the Univerſity Church again## 
andfrom_ ito Playing 4 cards, which would net then be born) was by the diſpoſing hand 


us and ether of divine Providence carried into thoſe parts, where (as the Aultin of 


countries eye time and place) he did grapple with allthe Patran ef Free-will, And 
1 Dated. 2 e 10 that conference at Hagu, (a it ᷣ ſet forth by Brandius) 
2 writ that moſt excellent book of bs Coronis. But fil Arminius bit d. 
ciples ated to their atmet. Bertius, Grevinconius, and others; ſo diſ- 
tracted thoſe Churches, thas there was 4 neceßity of calling 4 Synod, 
| which God gave them as 4 happy remedy, An. Bom. 1618. — 
Synod of?" Oh the unwearied actlviy of adverſaries to the cauſe of Chriſti(which 
_ === * ſhould make others bluſh to move ſo heavily in aſſerting the doctrine 
of Free · grace) before we could underſtand what the Anti-remonſfrants 
in the Sy nod at Dort fully intended, we had from the Remonifrants 
Acta Synodalia, 4 best indeed that required an Ames 10 anſwer it 
(which be hath done moſt learnedly )where you haue Magnum in Paryo, 
great ſoul in a little body, a great deale of form in à little matter (as 
an hi Bellarminus enervatus) that being done by the Fraternity with 
concurrent endeavours and quinieſſence of the beſt wits among # the Re- 
monſtrants. | | 
Abont the yeere 1627. Mr. Montague 4-man of great learning, and 
being backed by the * D. of Buckingham, opened his Armini- 
«x (4nd I had almoſt ſaid Popiſh) peck, when the Lord uſed Biſhop Car- 
leton, Doctor Featly, DoFor Preſton, and others, as happy Inflruments 
to diſcover his adulterate wares. 
' Lately there ſprung up « new brood of ſuch as did aſſert Arminianiſme, 
& Duich Tompſon fellow of Claret Hall, Mr. Will. Chappel fellow of 
Chriſt-Coll. as the many Pupills that were Arminiani Ned under his tuition- 
hem, (whether by him or no, he beſt knows )but men are more confirmedin 
their ſuſpition hereof, ſince they heard of his anſwerable actings in the 
Uaiverſit y in Irel. but fill as in Oxford, when there was any danger of 
ſpreading Armin. whether in Ants, Books, or Sermons, they had there 
Robert Abbot, Twiſſe, Prideaux, and other works to ſuppreße them: 
Soin Cambridge God gave us lately Davenant «ud Ward, who did 
vieorioaſly enter the liſts with the moſt confident adverſaries of Free- 
ce. And that bitter weeds could never tale deep ronting in any of _ 
theſe three kingd. and thrive very fruitfuliy; there was in Ireland 4. 
moi# tarhed Arch. Biſhop Uſher to cruſh it there, and « mighty 2 iy 
| theſe 
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For 45 L. inchius complained with much vegret of the Lutheran Lb.. 


. A that he found them ubique, every where to vr and moleſrßg 
im, ſo may we grieve, (o ibu we could with brokenneſſe of heart be=.; 3 
waile it) that our Univerſaliſts, are almeſt univerſally ſpread et 
u It ij gotten into our Netherlands, mach into the fe nny and moi 
parts of this kingdome, yea among ſt many people that love Feſ cui, 
and therefore emtertaine it, as concei wing it moſt for bis Honour (he 
more are they to be pittied, and tobe inſtructed with 4 ſpirit of mee. 
neſſe; ſb-w them by Scriptare- evidence this is not Gods way of ad, 
ing Chriſt, andyou recover them) it is now in Popular hands, we weed 
ſuch worthies as the Author of this following Treatiſe (bleſſed be the Fa. 
ther of mercy; the Fountain of every gend and ptrfet# gift, for bi and 
many other. fruiifal labouri] who may condeſcend to pariey with" pere 
Chriftians at their Tables, in their ſhops, to follow ibem at the Bs 


— 


(| Reverend My, Greenham nas mom io di) endtavourinꝑ to | 


| reduce them. kill + J 
He knew how to dale wiſelywith ſubtile adverſaries, that he might Freut, 


have the more ad vantage againſt them, grants them as much as he could 122 e 
with conſiftency to his oma principles, that ſo pᷣe might the more eaſily © *. 
confound ibeirs; only you will be ſo candid as to conſider that herein he 

peaks ad populum; And therefore as the ancient Fathers, often 2 

8 liberty of ſpeaking like 4 Preacher, rather then as 4 Dedtor of the 

Chaire. | 

I reckon this a very ſtrong argument to confute the power of Free- 3 
will to any ſpiritull action in a gracious manner, the wof#ll experience Jer. uz. 9 3 
of mine owne wretched heart, being naturally ſo deſperately wicked, p- 
poſite to any ſpiritual good. But this will nos convince others; only by 
the way I would know bow it comes to paſſe, if Arminius Doctrine be N 
true, that we have Free- will, to chooſe that which is truly good, Why 

Alrminians are not all very good men? Will not this be an aggrava- 
tion againſt them at the dreadfull day of judgement ? 

Therefore the Lord is moſt admirably grations in giving us ſach Ma- Accles. 12. 1 l. 
ſters of the Aſſembles to faſten ſuch Scripture-traths as may hold us | 
faſt and cloſe ander the Covenant of Grace. Ne: ns 

He was a bleſſing to the Colledge where he was fellow, of Pembroke ; 


7 


Hall ia Cambridge (which hath been 4 fruitfull narſery to this C hurab, 34.3. 
and an Ornament to the Univerſity) and after à burning and ſhining Cg. 
light in Staffordſhire. He delighted much in preacbing in an Evangeli 2e 
call way from place to place, as pittying many poor pining ſeduced 22. "0 
ſoules ander blind and ſuperſtitions Miniſters, The Lord ſi their {Lee cocoa 
hearts with compaſiion to them, who bave power in their ts ſup- x 
. ply thews that ſo millions do not periſh for want of vißon. 2 | 
| FS Ccc Aſier- 
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Who is thine in and for the Lord Jeſus, 


Thomas Hill. 


bu Brethren 


: * 4 7 
= e 8 " "ING TY" 
* i Wie ha Fel 
* l 1 : 
N l 
i, * » > 2 4+ + . 
9 $ 4 4 ** h 


Y rg 5 N 
GS 2 7. Hh E233 123 Ty ds 


22 2 boy — * 1 PE ag hw TT * GS 2 8 * 


D 0 0 FT 15 F ras . 


a 0 Van PEP 


. Py 2 8 63 : 
i 5 * F 8 gt 


ont 15 Ski en Fs 12 
EL, : TI 88 73 
ei N * nn 

12 

3 ne } "200 
: ted ray, i 5 A 
115 + 4-62 1914} 


$4 | o $4 ; : 1 
d une an tb 
*. 248 n Alas, 


£3 
KR, H 11251 


SE L TY U 1 


Nan a ee av! 4 es 1d el . 1. v» 
j — — . 2 — AAA n r 23-23 -} ; dt. 4.0} 
: 2 - _ * * CS * * 7 — 


n 127 bavet ; -. oF 3 


e Vit! by 
He NETS, 5 d 40) $301 20 . 
ER. hve RL eee eee eee 
— i Qur. E 8 t GON 
x cavill. NR when ws urged. 
fel and big poor: 7 A. God o 


5 * 
: EZ BER. 185 325 3265 1! E 244 
Fe Key” He die, OD he 


uf 


* damn us, he may, we have no power fax to hel ĩt 2; for echo 
hath reſiſted his wil? This is mans ANG, whe; might aud man to Gods calm ans 
hell for anſner,anſwers calmly: rn 8. * i 1 11 2 
1. By . 41 N faith the E ne bell net have occafi ant * x 
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this Proverb 83. 117 „ mid 2 36 E. aua wad 
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bs are cauſe 0 (fs fri pate 8 


ye die, O laufe of . rack E 
TE is 1 5 i live in your "Gnnes, and die and periſh in your 


ſinnes ? Is it becauſe I am ut merciful ? You knom am gracious, and fall of 


mercy, and ready to forgive; why then, why mill ye dis, O houſe of — . 
2. Is it becauſe I am ſwift to revenge ? you know I am ſow te an 
perdicion got BY give * 4 warning before 7 conſame yon; why chen wil qe die, 0 2 71 
God 

but from it (elf, ** Ti it becauſe I will deftroy you for Alas, or Maneſſe!, or Zedekiabs, or 

Eh Adam: ſinne, quaſi canis peccatums ſua dependeret ? you know that if the Son 
walk not in the Fathers ſinne, I uſe to receive him, you can bear me wit»eſſe; 
I call you to a weW.covenant : iy then will ye die, O lonſe of Iſtacl ? 


15 


Rev. 13. 8. 4. Is it becauſe ye bave no Seviowr ? You know that the Lamb of God 


Jon. 3. 16. Chriſt Jeſus was liz for yon from the beginning of the world, that you may be 
ſaved upon faith. 
5. Is it becauſe ye have wo power ? ye know I offer you grace and power, 
and ye will not have it: Nh then will ze die 
6. Some Authors alledge five wby*s more. Why will ye, &c. Is it for this 
cauſe, or that cauſe, or that? Or what cauſe is it? No cauſe on Gods fide, 
"= 0, yo may thank your ewn wills if you periſh, this, tine only acc%ſerh you, 
du will not be ralad e yon are careleſſe of God, Ari. G rare, and you will be 
. — vain, and car nall, and be obſtinate, and ye 7 be ſe oc uno thee, 
rſalens, in then a ee clean?when halls it once be fer. 3.27. He 
does not ſay,” Wo anto thee Jeraſalew, canſt chou not be wade Cleant, but 
29599 
Preſappeſiniaus not to be miſtaken. 
7 Preſupofiien x. It's true, that a wicked man cannot repent, nor be Ane of bnelſe; 
Ae bat this canner, 3 — * If _— r — binder ha, 
4, he might excuſe himſelfe before the Tribunall of Chriſt; Lord, thou knowe 
— Tull my ben, I wduld have been ruled by thy word, bur I eculd hot; I 2 
am adipiſci qui have — humbled and reformed better then I was, but I c net : 174 wick- 
reprobatur & ed mans cunner did hinder him; a excuſe bimſelf thus: But alas, be is 
age, not ableto ſay thus, without feremprery lying; Lord, I could not choofe but 
doe wickedly : I ated moſt wretchedly, bur I could not otherwiſe chooſe, 
it wis nor in thy power vor to be born iroriginallſitine, yet uo ne- 
ceffirated thee to commit ſuch grofſeaQuall finnes ꝰ In Prov; 1. 29, they by 
red knowledge; thiy did not chooſe the feare of the Lord. ry Nm not u 
is cuhen impu- labert of will to chooſe that which was good. What, was it becauſe they cat 
$7.49. par. d & No, for albeit they - cork hot, yer that was not the vaſe : No, They 
1. fu. 3. Art. 3. would none of my connſell, they dipifed all my end verſe g. Mark; The 


\ 


+ + hoy rertium poor why they et chooſt, va not becauſe the contduat chooſe, but be⸗ 

| cauſe they would net. 

4. Preſups Is true, God deth not cid  powtr to es Oy ee 
win may ir , Though 7 3 eres G wont at werd they able to e 
thus? ooh I defired heartily , God would not give me grace; then 

eg had ſome colour to caft it upon God+:T World. dat God would. vr: - But they 


cannot cal it upon bim. How he e . rler eur as 


the Hen athereth ber chickens, but this * zue 
* 2 op" — ene. —5 2 
37. 'Geu he not ſo willing as to gi r powey to belt 
ved; — 1 3 as give 0 e ebe 


yet 
J. Preſad. akte we, if the wicked? 


will as fe N they are al rs will, „ether | 
i ere vn «ble fait dat; 


x thir dolh ot excuſe th, Vitae God fl. 


8 wayes 


9 a 6% 


2 — — — 20s d 
one thut beth ſpall be given, and be ba bob abundance; fpeaking of things it 
codems genere, Ben — to a man in the ſtate of nature, ĩs co ſay, * rac 
is given which is the very dogg? of Polagitmiſts: Yer 
however, all this is a moſt exeanruging Incinuation, Let mn man uſe the power Pie pn 
hut gives him, and he ſholl have more; as he that takes pai nes for Lear. [ff der f.. 
: As he that uſeth meanes to increaſe his efface, may find in ordinary p Falte iſe Ts 
2 that the hand of the diligent makes rich.” He thut aſtth 4 — 2 Prev: 194. „ 
—— it imo pence ; he that uſctliewo pennies very well, makes it a g 0 
So that, though there be nor ſuch an Infalibili ner, that God hath a 
bound himſelf in the »ſe of out natural abilities to adde ſupernatural graces; 1 
yet undoubtedly he will never be wanting to promote any good work, ill wen ! 
neg lect or coxtems. And this leaves men wholl} wit bout excuſe, and ſhewes, it * 
is not their cant, but their will no, which btrages them to their firienal — 
loſſes; — their wilfull rejecting of Gods gratiou offers. | | 
It's true, God gives the wicked but ons Talent, when he giveth his ehildren 4 Prod. 1 
fare, o at theleaft; bur they caunot iy he is auftere, reaping Where be fow« \ he 
ed not, of an fon Where be rum ar. No, There's the ſame proportion be Aras 
t, and gathering one more, as there is between tuo, and the Ns 
— of bers dec. VE 
are ready to complaine, as Chrift ſhewey it in the riot en 
able. 3 ern ho bard www; then ha Eh 
ſown, and where thow haſh net ſlrewed;But ye remember alio the ords 
anlwer, Thew w; and ſlothfull  firvant, &. Mat. 25.26. Marke, he caſts * 
che blame upon his vilfſulueſſe, ahat he would hot take pains for to trade. 86 24 
the wicked complain, Alas, God hath not ſown any power of conver fionin my 
heart, and will he look for to reap it? This is, anſtereneſſé und hardutfſe of 
dealing. Oh thou wicked and ſloth full ſervant, cc. hy did thou not ud 
wich the T'«lenrthar I gave ther? One Talent ſhould deget one, a> well as revs 
beget two, r. Buy l gave thee wit, and chouburiedRt it in the earrb, und haſt 
beenearthly with is. I gave thee knowledge,and chou hift hid it im the earth; and 
— —— r it, Kc. — chou canft not pled: 4 K 
cannot, , #7 
Its true, that ii one — mans wil be were Willing thes A it is abe 5 nic ar 
himſelf but from Gal. For what beſt rhov rhar this haſt net rotedved? x Corgi, I Cor. i.. 
Its God that mabeth one wicked man to differ from another in goodueſſe, ani 
to be bitter them anurber. One wicked man is a &rvwherd; au anocher'is ber. 
eer,/&c. One wicked man is more mf, anocder is leſſe. 39 


this difference;yer ne his own) fnuſr chat he is nt x : 
neighbour, eſpeciatipwhen d under beter bepe ten bis nö 122 MEI 

wen of Niniveb fall riſe up Jed et and — twideton i, jo Oy 

cuaſe they reported ar the preac — — 7 Shen onna 

lere. See, this g Was | p | 

way, even in W X- 3 
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1 Demonf. 
1 The wicked 


th inke they 


have power to 


repent. 


Prov. 6 10. 


A the fre awill 
mongers reaſon 
why they do not 


repent, i be- 


euſe they will 
not. Our of their 
own meu'h will 
God condemn 


them. 


Luk 23.40. 


2 Demon. 


2. They will 


not 8g. |) 


Tententes ad 
Troj em perve- 


nere Græti. 
Theo. 


cauſe bey cannot ( though” they cut bet becauſe they will not. 
Peter ſaich to Auania hy hath Stun filled thy hom to lis to the holy Ghoſt; 
to keep back part of the price of the Land'? n it not one ia bby oer ? Before 
thou didſt promiſe; twas in thy power whether thou would'promiſe or no; 
did any force thee to promiſe ? and when thou hadſt 'promii/ed;idid any ſqueeze 
the lie out of thy tongue, that thou ſhouldeſt tell a lie co the Ho Gh? did 
any drag thy fingers to the money, and force thee to handle it? No, thou 
wenldft he, and thou wu finger ir. $ 496-2397 7429/4) art 21 eg was 
Seven Demonftrations to prove this. ai 
1. The wicked think they have power, and yet they will wet doe according 
to their :houghbts, What's the reaſon they preſume to repent another time, but 
becauſe they think chey have power ? what's: the reaſon they hope co tepent 
on their death beds, but becauſe they think they have power ; or at leaſt, that 
they are able to beg power of Cbriſ eſus? Now by their own thoughts God 
will convince them, that they doe not give over their ſinnes, becauſe they wii i 
not; like the ſlaggard, Tei a little more ſleep, yet 4 little more ſlumber, yet a 
little more folding of the hands io ſleep ; the ſluggard, he thinks he can riſe time 
enough, and doe all his buſioeſſe ere night, though he lie a little longer, and 
therefore does he preſume to ſie a while longer: So thou art loath to come 
out of thy ſinnes yet, time enough yet, thinkſt thou; thou haſt ſecret thoughts, 
thou art able to ſhift for Heaven afterwards ; Tuſh, an anbappy youth may 
make a good old man, und a young Saint an old Dives; Hence it is that the 
whore · maſter can plead, Did not David commit adultery too ? as though he 
could get up againe as well as he. The drankerd, was not Noah drunk? as 
though he were able to repent as well as he. Thie 7 bief on the ¶ voſſe, Did not 
he repent at {aft gaiFe? as though be could ſtiſt as well at laſt: ſo they think 
they can leave off their ſianes fer a need; and therefore the reaſon why they 
doe - #08, is only becauſe they wiil not. He that thinks he hatha hundred pound 
of his own in bis parſe,” and yer will not give a poor body s half penny: what's 
the reaſon he will not open his purſe to give ꝰ becauſe he: 04n»0:? No, he 
thinks he hath it, and can; but he wii net; So the reaſon ul thou art not re- 
formed, is, thou wilt vo. * LN 
2. Demonſtration; becauſe thou doſt not o much as try whether thou 
canſt or no. Therefore thou doſt not flick at à cannet, hut a will ut; when 
a Mafter-bids bis ſervane carry a Sack of Corn to the Mill; Fe, ſayes he; 
but cannot you , ſayes his Maſter, eannot you goe abbutit? no, he will not 
ty; why chenbeiywilfoll; if ha Maſter ſhobid ſee him ſweating and ſtriying 
to catry it, it were ſomething, then he would: ſay he ſtuck at 4 cenror 3 but 
when he will nod be at the peine to try, he ſtickrat a wi net, Soĩthou ſlicuſt at a 


. * % 1237 
4 - 


will got, thou deft; not every day in arenam deſcendire; ſweat at gaod duties, 


thou doſt not dy and labour every day to fun ui temeprations; and prevent 
all thy fins, thou doſt not go about the clesnſing of thy Family, the purging 
of thy Houſe, thou wilt ant abourit, ad aherefore the tenſon is, becauſe 
thou wilt not; Na ity all one whether: Aon beſt powen⸗ ges or nd. To 
what end ſhould God give. thee. pe for ; thou wilt natal it. Nay, how 
Jpſt-chou krowbur when; thou ꝑgoeſt about it, thon mayeſt meet wich 
ſore penn hut thuu w/c not xy; cut down thy drunken ſigu, and try in,i.r 
ler drinking and fwilliog be in thy houſe, and ery; ſet up conſtant: holy cogſ: 
tences and ir frequent: Prayer: in thy Cloſet and try, ec. BA have tryed g. 
gain and again, und yet it will net do; every day try thong. fi crebre jatias 
altas, alind, jecaria though thou. haſt chrown che. Dye a buadred times, yet 


nexr time map be chou ſhalechrow. a goodicaſty" But thou wilt not try οn 
bare headed. . but- ſpe mau vet be healed. The field pf the ſlorhſatl-6 
all grow: over with Thorns, and Nettles had covered all the face thereof, 4nd 


the ſhone wal thereof was brokey down, Prev. a4. 31. Whats n 
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bath not a good crop? becauſe the ground would | | 
he know d he wit wer tryl he willnot plow.it; and heros it, und wee, 10 
mere it: and ſaw iti he will not wi therefene ns betuuſe he will ur. 
3. Demonſtratiom. God offers thee many good mutioneief power : I will help 

thee, and I will inable the , rhow wilt not be helped; Goũ eaſts in theſe g; 
motions, and thou cafts them out. Stand ze in the waits, uni ſo ack for tie uli ch 9 

poche and walk thertin,and ye Pall findreſt to your ſeuler'; but they ſaid, i witt el oss. 
vor wall therein. O doe but ak for che goed way, and labour to wal in it, He 1 5 
help you, and aſeiſt you; but r will nos, ſuy they. I ſet y ate men over yon, er. . 1 

faying, Hearkin the ſound of the trumpet, but they ſaid; We wil not hen ten, | 
ver. 17. This is p/ain Engliſh, as we ſay, you will not; ye have preathing every 

Sabbath, ard every week, bur ye will not; God ſends you good motions every 

day and houre; but ye will nor; when a beggar will not be helpt, why dots he 

ftarve? what becauſc he cannot chooſe ? no, he ſtarves becauſe he vil ſtarve. 

O ſayſt thou, I doe heare the Word, and I cannot heare it better; I doe pray, 0 
daily, and I cannot pray better, &c. Thus thou retorteſt upon God, as the Mar. 25. 1 
unprofitable ſervant,Lo,there than haſt that is thine + Lo, here's the beſt faith . 

thy ſpirit helpes me to, here's the belt obedience that thy power enabled me to, 

& e. Lo, rbere thohaſt that i tine, thou helpeſt me with no more, I was not able 

to do better; qui ore peteſt hoc cicere ? (ayes Gualter, with what face canſt thou 

ſay thus ꝰ is this all that God hath offered to enable thee? ah thou wilfull 

creature; The Lord bath offered to helpe thee to a thouſand times more, but 

thou wouldſt t. be helped. ö 325 4 Dimes; 

4 Demonſtration. God hath not only offered thee power to do more, and thou And will not 
wilt not take it. but alſo given thee more power, and them wilt not uſe it, und ue the power 
therefore the reaſon why thou doſt not, is becauſe thou wilt not; God hath which be bach 

given thee one talent of power at the leaft, why doſt not thou put it out to the 

wercchandizers and occupy with it? S rer exdes , ſayes¶ hryſ. The 

power that God bath vouchſafed thee is thy talent. Why didſt not thou im- 1 

ploy it to the utmoſſꝰ every Sermon gives thee a new power, a new price? ſo Prov. 7a 

every good. counſell gives thee a new per,; what art thou better ꝰ every ov. 7. 140 

bleſsing thou haſt had, gives thee a new power, wherein art᷑ thou purer? does 

God give thee but eyes thou haſt more power to glori fie him then he that 

bath none, &c. Every mercy helps thee with a new power ; but wherein doſt 

thou uſe it? God hath: given thee a good memory, how haſt thou ſluft it ꝰ 

means and maintenance, how haſt thou honoured God ? why, &c. thine own 

conſcience accufeth thee, thou haſt waſted his goods, waſted them upon belly 2 

and back, which have devoured more thoughts then ever his worſhip could f 

have, thou haft waſted them upon thy credit in the world, and thy pleaſure, and 

thy luſts, and thy fleſhly deſires, How is it that I heare this of thee? Thou 
ſhalt heare one day oſ this diſmall watch-word , Give account of thy teward- 
Ship, for thow mayſt be no longer ſteward. What doſt thou talking of thy want 
of power? I could not doe this, and I could not doe that; where are my goods 
that lent thee ? give account for thy memory. Lord, I remember this and that 
tale, this & that bawble; :hog evil & unprofitable ſervant thou, and why couldſt 
thou not remember my Commandements as well? give account for thy wit. 
Tord ] have contrived buſineſſes, bargaines with it, I have jeſted, quir pe d, 
been merry with it; thou evill and unprofitable ſervant thou, why wouldſt 
thou not be witty for God, and for the good of thy ſou! 2 &c. God hath given a 
great deale of power more then ever thou bringeſt to act, and therefore thou 
are wilf, all. — | 3 MD on 

5· Demonſtration; the more power thou haſt to repent, the more thy wi Ttey grow 
55 ag45uf} it. The more meanes that God doth vouchſaſe, the more Preaching, worle by de 
the more knowledge, the more reproofs, the more enlightnings, the more pow- means. 
er thou baſt to repent, the more thy will is againſt it. Bernard ſayes, ſuch * 
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kiten. 


Luke 16.2] 
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6 Demos. 
Ther 
cannot is 
volun aty. 
A Morall 
impotency. 


Luke 19. 20. 


Gbryſoft. 


7 Demon. 
They are 
contented 
with theic 
cannot. 


Jer. 5-31. 


- rightcouſnefle goes away; one would think the 


. ; 2 s 2 1 
a perverſe wan that God is faine to ſay to, quid faciew tibi 7 What ſhall oe 
away like the dew. Huf 6:4. The more meanes thou-enjoyeft, the more thy 
| he more the-Sux-ſoive of the 
GoFell ariſeth, the more your righteouſneſſe ſhould encreaſe; it goes the 


- more away, like the dew the more the Sun riſeth, the more it vaniſherh away; 


many of you, the more Preaching you have, the farther ye are off, a man 
mighs be acquainted with you beretofore, but now that you have been ſound- 
ly rebuked for your ſinnes, the further you flye off: ſome of yon thar 
were ſomewhat forward heretofore, are weckers now; ſome. of you that were 
ſomewhat towardly heretofore, are more coveroue, and waſpiſt, and Peſſronare, 
and Worldly : like the weeds,the more they are pluckt up, the more they doe 
grow; or like the earth, the more it is waſhed, the dirtier it proves: ſo the 
more meanes ye have to be enabled to good, the wilfaber e are. 0 

6. Demonſtration; becauſe they cannot, 4 voluntary cantot 3 thou haſt 
wilfully brought the moſt part of thy cannot upon thee. I cannot give to the 
poore ſayeſt thou; yes, but thou hadſt it once, and thou haft wilfully ſpent it; 
thou hadſt Lands, and Meanes, and commings, in, but thou haſt ſpent it at the 
Ale- houſe ; thou haſt conſumed it on the game-houſe. Thus thy cannot, is a 
voluntary cannot, cauſa cauſa oft cauſa cauſati : thy will was the cauſe of thy 
cannst, and therefore thy will, is the acuſe of thy not giving to the poore. I 
cannot read, ſayes one, and no marvaile if I be ignorant; but thy Parents 
would have ſet thee to Schoole, and thou wouldſt be a trewant, therefore 
art willingly ignorant; I cannot remember a Sermon, ſayes another, no 
wonder though I repeat it not in my Family but forget it as I do: but thon 
haft willingly ram'd it with matters of the World, or haſt weakned it with 
drinking, and therefore thou art wilfully forgetfull, &c. The unprofitable ſer- 
vant was curſt that had layd up his pound ſafe in a Napkin ; he did not leſſen 
it, nor imbezele it, but only lad it up, and yet he was curſt becauſe he did 
not Su Tegoreroyuiir, ſayes Chryſoſt. be was curſed becauſe he did not 


double his pownd ; ah the woful eſtate that thou art in; if he were accurſed that 


did lay up his pound, what ſhall become of thee that doſt leſſen it ? he did nor 
double his abilities, and therefore he was curſed; thou doſt not only nc 

double thy abilities, but thou doſt leſſen them. God hath inabled thee to do ma- 

ny a thing, and now thou art not able, thou haſt willingly leſſened thine «- 

bility ; now then thou canſt not excuſe thy ſelf that theu canſt nor, becauſe 

thou haft brought this cannot on thy ſelf :-Thou canſt not weep at a Sermon, 

but thou couldft once, thou canſt not reſiſt ſuch a luſt, but thou couldſt once, 

and thou haft willingly browght this cannot on thy ſoul, and therefore this is all 

the cauſe, becauſe that thow wilt not. 

7. Demonſtration, May be thou canſt not; yea, but thou art contented with 
thy cannot; thou canſt not be holy, and thou art contented not to be; thou 
canft not crucifie thy luſt, and thou art contented with this cax»e:, nay thou 
wouldſt not be able. Sir, | tell you how you may put up this injury if you wilt; 
bur Sir you ſhall not make me put it up; I will not be directed by jou, as it was 
with deſperate udah, my people love to have it ſo, Thon art carnal, and 
thou loveſt to be ſo ; were a man in the ftocks, and not able to get out, yet 
if he be contented to be there though he cannot get out, that is not the reaſon 
of his ſtaying. but he will not; thou eanſt not walk humbly and holily, and this 
loveſt to have it ſo ; what would you have me ſo pure forſooth ? So then the 
reaſon is becauſe that thou wilt not; if thy will were not it, thou wouldſtne- 
ver be content with thy caxxet ; the Congregation is bad, and thon loveſt 20 
have it ſe, the more cuſtome thou ſhalt have for thy Ale-houſe; like a bad 
Clerke of the Aſſizes, I heard one ſpeak it my ſelf, be was glad there was ſo 
many Rogues, he had the more money; ſo ſome of you are glad there be ſo ma- 

a f ny 


I dee ente fre, for thy rigbteoufaſſe es 


der, "the An 6 Barns ye have a 
| ye not ref ib e 
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5 nom that I lay down che ground of. Ws nece 
I ret why a wicked mas Ci. cn. i Pk beet he canner, 
(thowgh be cant | but becauſe be will dt»: ©. | 
5 . ſay this at che day of gement; Lord, thou hnoweft Lleft« every 
_Sach at Icould, and I took all the beſt that 1 could to become a new 
—axeature, bur] could not. A wicked man ſhall not be able to ſay thus with 
lying. The man in the GeFe/thar had not op the wealding ar ment, could 
ay, L rd, I was not able to go to the ſhop of . the Goſpel to ecke-one ?. No; 
he was ſpeechleſſe, Matth. 22.12. God finds out the hypocrite; though but 
ur, and when once diſcovered, he is confounded.acd ſilenced with the guilt of 
= wilfulneſſe, 3% 7 
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als Dort, namely, n fi. 
Every man can do more good, then be does, and ſoun more evil chem he An 
b I coufeſſe not in a gracias manner. If Lean prove this to be true, it 
will neceſſarily follow, that the resſon why a wicked man . not ferne, is 
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3: Can ſid. 


4. Conſid. 


Prov. 23. 13. 


canſt ; canſt not thou cur off thy long haire? are no Sizzers able to cut it? 
have not you a Tongue in your heads, ye that keep diſorders in your Ale- 

houſes? cannot yeu ſay, get you hence ye drunken companions, here's no 

entertainment for you? you muſt do rhat which you can; before you can ex- 

pect Chrifts help to do that which, yon cannot; and if you will not do that 

which you can, you do voluntarily hinder your own ſelves from doing that 

which you cannot ; Jeſbua could not fiend before Ai, nor binder a cloſe Achan 

from taking the golden Wedge , but when it was taken and known, ke was 

able to make him an example. oſbuah he faſted and cryed unto God all day 

untill night, that the Lord would mercifully ſave him and all 1ſrac!;, Now 

heare that anſwer the Lord gives him, Get thee up ſayth be, why lyeſt thou 

here? J9ſ6.7.13. Iſraei hath fined, go and execute Inflice, go and do that firſt, 

and then I will anſwer thee about Ai; for if Iaſbuab would not have done what 

he could, the Lord would never have helpt him to do that which he cd not. 

So thou prayeſt for mercy and grace, oh that God would convert thee, and 

pardon thee ; get thee up ſayes God, doſt thou ſtand praying for mercy as 
long as ſuch things and ſuch things are not reformed ? thou haft drunk- 

enneſſe in thy houſe, go and reforme that ; thou art in league with a ſort 
of baſe luſts, goe and referme them; if thou wilt not do that which thou 

canft, how canſt thou be ſure God will help thee to do that which thou 

canſt not? no thou ſtickeſt at à will not, as long as thou refuſeſt to do 

that. 

3. Conſider if 4 man will not do that Which he can, neither will he do that 
which he cannot, sf he could; the ſervant that will not go five or fix miles in a day 
which he can for his Maſter, neither would he goe a bandred miles for his 
Maſter F he could; you that can reforme outwardly, at leaft if you would, 
and yet will not, neither would you reforme more i you could; ye have 
money in your purſes, cannot you ſpend it better then upon ſwilling and 
drinking and gaming? ye ca» well enough, but ye will net. So you would do, 
had you that true riches, Luke 16. 11. ye have natwrall abilities; if ye will 
not be. faithfull in them, ſo it would be if ſo be Yee had better; ye 
that have morall and civill endowments, if ye will not be faithfull in 
them , neither would you if God ſhould lend you more, &c. ye 
are able to avoid ſwearing and lying, but ye will not, neither would 
ye avoyd all other ſinnes if ye could; if a man will not do 
2 which be can, neither will hee do that which hee cannot, if be 
couid. 

4. Conſider, F a man will not do that which he can, cas or cannot all's 
one to him, all ſticks at bz will. I cannot repent, and I cannot give over my 


finnes, ſayeſt thou ; and I pray thee who 0 thee that thew canſt wt? I am 


naked fayes Adam, and who told thee that thou wert naked? ſayes God, 
Gen. 3. 1 1. So may I ſay, who told thee thou canſt not? does not thy own 
conſcience tell thee tis becauſe thou wile at? I cannot digge ſayes the lazy 
Steward, and to begge I am aſbamed, Luke 16.3. I cannot digge; if he 
had a cudgell about his back, it would make him to digge'; to begge I 
am aſhamed, ſayes he; be was not aſbamed to cozen his Maſter of his 
goods, but he was aſhamed to begge. I have married a Wife and I 
cannot come, Luke 14.20. No, what did his Wife tie his legges ? there is 
Lion in the way , I cannot goe out ſayes the ſluggard : alas thy owne 
ſluggiſh wilfull will, are this cannot. Can or cannotall's one to them, 
chey never come to try whether they can, yea or no: the flaggard 
never last out to ſee the Lyon in the way, but he dreamt there was one 
there, and he was willing to believe it, he would not go out to ſee: the idle 
&wzrd did not trie whether he could digge, yea or no; if be had taken the 
Spade in his hand, and gone about the work, cwere another matter; but I 
cannot 
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cannot dig, ſayes he; he never would put it to triall, but tabes another 
without trying of that; ſo that alls one, can or c ifa man will not do 
that which he can, can or cannot, alls one to hum. 

5. Conſider, If a mas will not de that which he can, this will make a inan com 5 Conſe. 
ſcience when be comes to Feak in ſober ſadneſſe, thank himſelf for hu periſhing + | 
mens conſciences do but zeſt with them now, while they can ſay, ruſh 2 
cauſe I cannot believe, and beeauſe I cannot repent; but at the houre of con- 
viction, or the day ef judgement at fartheſt, then conſcience will ſpeake in ſo- 
ber ſadneſſe, when I was hungry, ye gave mee no meat, ſayes Chriſt, when I 
was athirſt ye gave mee no drinke, I was & ſtranger and e tock me not in, fick 
and in priſon and ye viſited mee nor, Matth. 25. 43. Mark, Chrift puts no caxxct 
on their conſciences at the day of judgment; could they ſay, alas, we had never 
a bit of bread for to do it, never a drop of drink for to do it? no, you ſhall 
ſee how their cosſciences were mute; they could not ſay that they could not; 
could not ye comfort Chriſts deare members as well as mock them ? couldſt 
thou not take them into thy houſe as well as carnaũl acquaintance? its worthy 
obſervation to conſider, that generally Gods threatnings do not run againſt 
{ annots, nor his judgements againſt Canxors, but againtt mens particular ſias, 
that they might have avoided; for though mens ſinfull conſciences do neceſſars- 
ly incline men to fin, yet not unto this ſin, nor that ſin, non determinat neceſſariò ad 
hoc vel illad malum, hic & nunc, ſay our Britain Divines at the Synod. Sin- 
full concupiſcence does not neceſſarily determine men upon theſe and theſe 
ſins, with the particular circumſtances which they live in, as this rapine, this 

lye &c. Thus ye ſee this will make a ſure ground of our Doctrine if fo be we 
can prove it. | | | 

Every man can do mere good then he dots, and aveid more evill then he does. 

This is a moſt certain and i»fallible truth, and needs no confirmation, but I 
will prove it notwithſtanding. \ 

Firft, becauſe God doth complain againſt the Wicked for the voluntary deing no 1 Argus 
more good then they do, what ſo much preaching and no more good? fo many 

meanes and no more fruit?&c.ſo God complaines againſt Iſrael, ntvertheleſs they 

departed not from the ſins of peroboam, &c. and there remained the groves alſo 

in Samariah, 2 K.13.6.the grove alſo; what not ſo much as thegrove cat aows? 

and ye.muft have the ſins of Feroboam, that were enough ſtubbornneſs one 

would think; but muſt ye ſuffer thegrove alſo? reform nothing, no, not the 

grove under your face ꝰſee how God girdeth their wiffull ſecurity that they 

would do no more good then they did ꝰ nor ſo much as cut down that groye? 8 

ſo many warnings and threatnings, & c. and yet the grove alſo? yet thy filty = boon 55 

Tongue, thy covertouſneſſe alſo, & c. notonly keep thy other luſts, but thy — a 

prophaneſſe alſo. 1 \ Tudek convert} 

Secondly, becauſe otherwiſe there were 0 rom for praiſe nor diſpraiſe, if a per mern 

man could do no more good then he does, nor ſhun no more evill then he pfedicationem 

does then no man could be praiſed nor diſpraiſed; you know that wicked men — So 

and women may do many commendable things, at leaſt more commendable name eric: 

ones then others; does not our Saviour diſcommend Berhſaids , and Corazin, quis tamen ob- 

in compariſon of Tyre and Sidon; woe unto thee Coraziv, woe unto thee dura 2 _ 

Bethſaids; for if the mighty workes which have been done in thee, had — 

been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would bave repented in ſackcloth and udn pri & 

aſhes, Math.11..21, might not they have ſhewed ſo much repentance Sidomi, id circo 

prey hs aſt ? could not they have put on ſackcloth on their lojnes, and 2 ſeraaore 
onred aſhes on their heads if they would ? they might have done ſo cerdium _—_ 

much at the leaſt, and honoured the workes and Preaching of our Savivour —__ 2 

with an outward honour at the leaſt. You that have ſuch abundant |. 

teaching as ye have, ye might honowr the Gepell with ſome outward p 65. 

lononr at the leaſt, that would be more commendable, which moſt of you 

will not. D dd 2 | Thirdly 
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giſtrate; if a man could omit no more ſiune then he does, then what mea nes our 
Pillories and Gallowes, &c. and other puniſhments upon Malefactors ? will 
any man be ſo vain as to ſay Achan could ner chooſe but take the Babyloniſh * 
arment ? certainly he might have let it alone if he would: why haſt thou trou- 
bled , ſayes Foſhuah, Joſh. 7.25. Alas, he was not able to anſwer, oh Bir / 
could doe no otherWsſe : No, no, he might have omitted ir, and therefore the 
Law of man is favonrable to ſuch as offend againſt their wills; it does not bang 
ſuch as kill againſt their wills. | 
Fourthly, becauſe though a carnall man cannot put off the old man, nor ſhake 
off the dominion ſinue in generall, nor deny himſelf, but his very nature is 
ſinfull and fleſhly, he does »araraly ſinne, yet it is not his nature to commit 
this finne at this time, and in thu manner ; the wickedeſt man under Heaven 
goes about his ſinne with previal deliberatias, and a moſt free diſpoſition of the 
meanes ; the drunkard goes freely into the Ale-houſe, and calls treely for a 
jugge or two or three, as his luft is; his Hoſt he freely ſuffers theſe diſorders 
in his houſe, and freely goes to the Tap and does draw it, &c. Ephraim did 
willingly wal be after the Commandements, Hol, 5.11. The wicked King of I- 
rael commanded them that will worſhip at Bethel, and they did freely and wil- 
lingly obey it. Pilate Willing ly contented the people, and therefore he ſcourged 
our Saviour, Mark. 15.15. For though all this was done by the determinate 
connſell of God, yet Gods counſell put no ſimple neceſſity apo hu wil! he did 
freely and willingly doe it; the wicked they turue the grace of God into wanten- 
neſſe, Jude 4. Mark, the Grace of God; whereby they might doe more good 
then they doe, and avoid more evill then they doe. Its true, a wicked man is 
the ſervant of ſixne, and cannot but ſiune, be is naturally a ſervant of ſinne; 
of ſinne I ſay, but he is voluntarily and freely « ſervant ef this ſinne, for the 
Lord gives him reaſon, and counſel, and good motions, and many common graces, 
whereby he may be freed from this or that act, but he will ot, he will break 
out into theſe and theſe filthy paſſionate words now and then; ſay reaſon what 
it will, and common grace what it will, he will doe it, he will doe this, and 
he will doe that. I confeſſe, that when a wicked man is deſperate, and given up 
ef God, then it is otherwiſe, then his will is ſo preedy, that be cannot rake it 
off ; but he is the more inexcuſable, becauſe bis will is rhen double. , 
Fifthly, A wicked man can do more good, & s. for a godly regenerate ſoul may 
avoid more fin then he does. Though God have freed him from the ſlavery. of 
ſin, and he is become the ſervant of righteouſneſſe , Rom. 6. 18. nevertheleſſe 
they may do more good tken they do, and avoid ſin a great deal more then 
they do; what man will ſay that David could nat otherwiſe choſe but commit 
that adultery which he did, and that murder which he did, I appeal to your 
conſciences ye ſoules that are gediy. When ye pray, forgive us our Treſpaſſes, 
do not ye acknowledge with all that ye have been wanting to the grace of 
God? Do not ye confeſſe ic with ſhame that you bave given way to ſundry 
temptations that by the grace of God ye might have overcome ? and that ye 
have omitted many a good opportunity, that by the grace of God ye might 
have made »/e of it? I deny not but God does irreſiftibly convert his Ele& at 


lar actions he does not ſo; but though their wills be now free by grace, yet 
they may freely ſin, even when they obey; and freely obey, even when they 


- tranſpreſſe; and ſo they are forced to confeſſe they might avoid more evill 


then they doe, and doe more good then they doe. | 
Again, A wicked man may doe more good then he dies, and avoid more evil 
then he dees; I prove it by induction upon his conſcienee 
By theſe Particulars. 
Firſt, for the out ward acts of ſin in the members; thus all profane prrſons, 
drunkards, 
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drunkards, &c. ye are all convinced undeniably in your conſciences, theſe are 
fins in the very outward members; volunt it is dunius membrorum; can 
ye ſay ye cannet paſſe by an Ale-houſe'when ye turn in? ye canner come un- 
70 Sermons ? your own legs they ſhall judge you; can you ſay you cannot give 
over your oathing and lying? &c. your own Teeth and Lips ſhal{ judge you, 
&c. If yon doe not root our theſe fins, its without doubt becauſe ye will vor. 
The Lord hath made all the outward man at the command of the ill; and 
therefore if the outward man be out of order, tis becauſe ye wil}: uy; 
Ab drr TdnevTo , uy ,t oc, ayes (hryſoſt. Let no man 
ſay I have but ane Talent, and I have no power to be good; a Talent hath 
power to goe for a Talent, and twelve pence for a ſhilling, and if it doe not, tis 
becauſe ye ili not. Haſt thou not power over thine own ontward members, 
vouchſafed thee of God ꝭthe Lord in mercy lets thy will have a deſpotical power 
everthy mewbersas the Moraliſts call it, and why canſt thou not bridle them? as 
Chriſt [aid to the Officer that ſmote him, I / have Fiken well, why ſmiteſt thou 
me? John 18.23. Couldſt thou not have held in thy fingers? thou art inexcu- 
ſable then for all thy profane ſins. +2 | 1. A7 gu- 
Secondly, Thou haſt naturall affectiont in thee, and by them thou mayſt 4s Amor ſui ip 
more good then thou deft, and ſhun more evi then thoa doſt Thus all civill Pro- eſt objedum mo- 
feſſors, are left inexcuſable: Canſt thou not get more ſtrictneſſe of walking un 4 Aer 
though not for love unto God, yet for love unto thy ſelf? be more frequent Del 
in good duties for bope of Heaven, and for fear of Hell; thats better then no- —— 
thing; better do them ſo then not at all. What cannot a man do for /e/f=love Ameſ ciſ conſ. 
and for fear ? there is never a duty of Religion, but'a man may every day do De charit.erge 
for love unto himſelf and for fear. God bath left theſe affections in thy ſoul Deum. 
on purpoſe. I know this is not enough; but what of that > Why doſt thou not 
go ſo far as thou mayeſt? what aileth thee that thou canſt not tame down thy 
pride for feare of Gods judgements, and bridle thy baſe paſſions for fear of H. Il: 
It is not unknown that God hath vowed to deſtroy all the workers of ini qui- 
ty : Tis not unknown that he hath prepared Hell for ſuch as thou art, as lon 
as thou liveſt as thou doſt: Thou knoweſt this is true, and thou knoweſt God 
will be as good as his word, and thou art not able to abide it. Why doſt thou 
not curbe thy proud ſtubborn luſts for fear of this Hell? That's better then 
nothing ; if thou canſt not do it for love, yet why canſt thou not do it for 
feare? haſt thou not as much reaſon as a brute creature, that is greedy of 
meat, yet a whij»ſtick is able to ſcare him from it? an horſe is deſirous to ftand 
fill, yet a ur and a red is able to make it go faſter; and is not Hel more 
fearfull then all rods ? Why doſt thou not take heed for fear, left God ſhould 
ſend thee to Hell? a ſinner and a hypocrite are inexcuſable herein, for Hell 
may fear them; the ſinners in Sion are afraid, fearfulneſſe hath ſurpriſed the 
hypicrite: ; who among us ſhall dwell with everlaſting burnings ? Eſay 33.14. Dui: poterit as 
who of uſe is able to dwell with everlaſting flames? and hypocrites may go ſo Mn. hath it. 
far; fear Hell, and abſtain from a million of ſins, for fear of theſe everlaſting 
burnings : canft thou ſay thou canft not refift! fin for fear of Gods judge 
ments? No, thou canſt reſiſt fin for fear of leſſe evils then ſo; the fear of 
mens ſeeing thee can keep thee from committing adultery in the market- 
place, and cannot the fear of God reftrain thee from it in private ? thou dareſt 
not tranſgreſle the King: Lawes for fear of the Gallowes; and cannot the 
fear of Hell reftrain thee from tranſgreſſing of Gods ? Gods diſpleaſure is grea- 
ter then the Kings, and thou knoweſt it: God is truer in his Law then any 
mortall man, and thou knowef} it: and feareſt thou not me ? fear ye wot me, 
ſaith the Lord? will ye not tremble at my preſence, Jer. 5.22; Canſt thou ſay 
thou art not able to fear him ſo much as ſervilely > that is fot ſo; for when 
thou art ſick, and ready to dye, then thou wilt fear him, then oh thou wouldit 
fain become a new creature, and all out of fear of the great God; and canft 
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thou not now? No, no, now here be pleaſures to be had, and thou wile haut 
them; here is the World, and thou wilt carke; here is bufineſſe, and thou 
wilt be doing, and thou wilt not find leaſure for God. No, thou wilt not; 
canſt thou not doe this that God bids thee at leaſt ont of feart ? this is nothing 
but a Je of Satan, thou wouldeft doe them all for feare ofa man. Suppoſe 
there were Lawes made that every man who does not pray in his Family Mor- 
ning and Evening, ſhould aſſuredly be hanged: whofoever ſweares an Oath, 
ſhonld be hanged as ſoon as he hath ſworn it: Whoſoever breaks out into 
any bitter rayling ſpeech, ſnould ſuffer death, Suppoſe I ſay to all the duties of 
Religion it were death to omit them, & the King had made ſuch a cextaine ſure Law, 
I dare ſay there would be many millions of Profeſſors more in Englamd then 
there are; rather then ye would be gibbeted, many ſwearers would never 
ſweare more; many lyars never lye more; many profane houſholders never 
omit Prayers in their Families more; and couldeſt thou doe this for feare ef 
4 man why canſt thou not then doe it for feare of the great God? 
Thirdly, The Lord bath given thee naturall counſell, and naturall reaſon aud 
prudence: Oh ſayeſt thou, I am tempted before I am aware, and the paſſion 
is up before I am aware, I cannot help it for my life. No, I believe thee when 
the Devill is once up, there is no allaying that foul Fiend: for the preſent; Thon 
canſt not immediately allayit. But why canſt thou not prevent it with counſell 
and deliberation ? the very Heathens have done this, and thou haſt advantage 
of all Heathen. God hath given thee not onely reaſon in thy head, and a na- 
turall conſcience in thy breaſt, but alſo direftion in his Ford to prevent it, and 
if thox doſt not, t bes wilt not: are the luſts of thine appetite violent > why then 
doſt thou not fore. caſt for to reine them? why doſt thon not abſtaine from 
going to Feaſts a while 2 why doſt thou not ſtint thy Trencher with ſo 
much? If thy laſts be on fire, why doſt thon feed them with fuell? Are the 
tufts of anger and wrath predominate in thee > thou rapſt out an Oath before 
thou art aware; why then doſt thou not as Chryſoſtome would have thee, Set 
forfeitures for every Oath ? Why doſt thou not intreat Gods people ſeverely 
to reprove thee, and exact a fine of thee for every m/governing word? Why 
doſt thou not bawke ſuch acquaintance as may occahon thy Tongue to caſt 
out Oaths? Why doft thou not club down thy luſts with argument upon ar- 
gument ? ſhall I be touchy to be damned, and proud to be damned? &c. even 
arguments of ſelf-love are able to knock them down, I doe not know how; 
No? that's becanſe thou wilt not know; T hey-know not neither will they un 
derſtand, Pſal. 82.5. So thou knoweſt not, neither wilt thou underſtand , 
that's the reaſon thou ftill walkeſ# in darkneſſe ; why doſt not thus oppoſe thy 
luſts at firſt riſing ? non obtinebis ut deſinat, ſi incipere per miſeris, ſayes Seneca; 
thou canſt never get victory except thou be here firſt in the Field. The Lord 
hath given thee counſels on this faſnion; why doſt thou not uſe them? onely 
becauſe thou wilt not; haſt thou impediments? Clarancus had them too, but 
he overcame them ſayes Seneca. Why doſt not thou? If thou wilt not, 
thou doft willingly perifh; thou might doe more then thou doſt, but thou 
wilt not; and thou mightſt ſhun more then chou doſt, but thou wilt not. 
Fourthly, becauſe thou wilt ſay all theſe things are but vaturall, and moral, 
and civil, I may periſh for all theſe ; but alas I am not able to doe any thing 
ſpiritually: I cannot believe, I cannot repent; theugh this be very true, yet 
thy plea is no excuſe; for though they be naturall, yet they are firſt. Firſt 
that's in order Which is naturall, and afterwards that which is fpirituall, and if 
thou ftickeft there, thou ſtickeſt at a will not. The Lord hath taken a ſufficient 
.courſe te humble thee, and thou wilt not be hambled; thou ſayeſt thou canſt not 
obey ſpiritually, I grant it, its moſt true: nor repent ſpiritually: why then wilt 
thou not be humbled that canſt thou not? As God ſaid to Pharaoh, How long 
wilt then refuſe to humble thy ſelf before me? Exed. 10. 3» There is armory 
| umi- 
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| : reſigne it to Ged 7 Lord, 
here is a proud heart, I cannot humble it; Ob, here is a | heart, I cannot 


thou canſt not, may he, but neceſſity is not it, but thou wilt not: indeed if thou vole; — 
. didft every day labour to fight againſt thy luſts, and reſiſt to the utmoſt, and 10 eff. Sen. 
couldſt not, then it were neceſficy, but thou doſt not, nay thou wilt not. He 
that reſiſteth and then cannot, he may plead, Lord, what a wofull neceſſity 
of ſinning am I in! but thou giveſt way to thy luſts, and therefore thou arr 
inexcuſable. and thou doſt willingly periſo, | | 


: 
T Demon, 


Prov. 15.29, 


= Demon, 


Prov. 20. 5. 


1 

The Second Gronnd; 7 
"= ſecond now followes. Every wicked mas is ſlothfull and egligent:Thou 

evill ſervant and ſtothfull, ſajes Criſt, Matth. 25.26. Thou haft been 
la zie with the Talent I gave thee. I gave thee preaching aud teaching, and thou 
haft been lazie to heare it. I have given thee knowledge of that which is 
good, and thou haft been lazie to improve it. I have pulled thee to Prayer by 
the motion of my Spirit, and thou haſt been lazie at the duty: Thou evilland 
flothfull ſervant, I have given thee many a ſweet opportunity ts be rid of that 
baſe luſt that thou art moſt addicted unto, and thou haft been lazie to take it. 


This is another ground of this Doctrine. Now if this be ſo, thou muſt lay the 


blame on thine own will, and not on Geds denying the power ; becauſe floth i 


a fault of the will. I cannot call him a fluggard that fticks at a cannot, bit 


onely him that ſticks at a wil not. He that labours and ſtrives as much as he 

can, none will call him a ſluggard, but him that can labour more, and wif not. 

Sloth is a voluntary fault of the wil: How long wilt thou ſleep O ſlurgard? 

Prov. 6.9. How long wilt thou? Its not a fault of impotency, but of wilt,” * - 
Five Demonſtrations to prove this. 

Firſt, if thou be ſlothfull to good duties, then thou doſt onely imagine 4 
company of cannots, I cannot doe as I would ſayeſt thou: No, why then are 
thou flothfull, to make more. imaginary canrots? A ſlothfull man imagines 
more cannot then there be. I cannot goe this journey ſayes he, I ſhall be wea- 
ry, I ſhail be rob'd, I ſhall fall off my horſe; I cannot travell it: the way of 4 
Nothfull man is a hedge of nhorne i, but the Way of the rigbteem 14 made plain,layes 
Solomon. The ſlothfull man he imagines there's a thorn-bedpe in bis way; I 
ſhall be prickt, I cannot get over it; What? is there a chorn-hedge in the way? 
No; for the righteous that goes it, he finds it plain, he ſees none, no; there is 
no ſuch thorn-hedge in the way, but be does imagine one; and therefore hi 
will not is his let, not his cannot; for he does but imagine à cannot. So doſt thou 
ſay, I cannot doe thus and thus; why then art thou ſlothfull to imagine more 
cannots, and thorne-hedges then there are? I cannot live then. Oh Icannot 
goe ſo often to Prayer, and if I ſhould doe fo as you ſay, I ſhonld be houted at 
up and down; you tell me I am a Hell- hound for my pride and my paſſions ; 
Oh if I ſhould believe this, I ſhould never have merry. day more. Alas all theſe 
are but imaginary cannots, imaginary T horne-hedges.1 cannot be ſo ſtrict, nei- 
ther can I put it up. I ſay thou doſt but imagine a company of cannots, and 
therefore thou wilt not. 

2. Demonſtation. /f thou be ſlothfull to good duties, then thou makeſt every 


little difficulty a cannet ; nothing but an impoſſibility is 4 cannot, but if thou 


be {lothfull, thou makeft every little difficulty a cannot. I cannot turn mine 
own heart, nor break mine own heart: but why then art thou ſlothſull, to 


make every little difficulty a cannot? a ſlothfull man makes every little diffi- 


culty a cannot. The ſlothfull man will not plow by reaſon of cold, and therefore 


ſoall he beg in harveſt and have nothing. Re will not plow by reaſon of cold, lie 
ſticks at a very little difficulty; his fingers are ſo tender, forſooth, they mpſt . 


not ake, his toes are ſo Lady-like they muſt not ſmart, becauſe its a little dif? 


cult, therefore he will not doe it; He will not plow by reaſon of cold; Well, 


beg then and ye will: cannot you endure a little cold? yea, he could endure 
it, but it would be difficult; and therefore ſayes the Text, He wil! not plow by 
reaſon of cold. He does not ſtick at an impoſſibility, for then indeed he coal nos. 


But the ſlothfull man will not plow by reaſon of cold; he ſticks onely at a diffi- 


culty, and therefore he will not; nay if he ſhould labour ſoundly indeed, his 
very labour would keep him from being acold; the truth is, its the labour of 
plowing that he is againſt; and therefore every little cold ſhall ſerve for - 
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not put chy ſelfe forth; "when i y good 
not pur thy ſelfe forth ; bere in a Sabbarh before t goo : 
fore thee, but thou wile not reach-it to thy mouth ; thou ( 
4 ſelfe forth. The Lord cell: thee this ſinne pry rh | 
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thou art examining 1 thon putteſt thy ſelfe 
thou mighteſt put th 


Oh beloved, this ſame point will frike the i 42 befere Ged, even 
the, why did ye nos put your ſelver forth to the atmet Thon ſomerrhat 
more ir) thee then by reaſon of thy laineſſe thou doft pat forth, 


Six arguments - T here 1 more then by reaſon of $luggiftueſſe thew patteſt * 


to prove it. 


1. Arg. Firft, melgnFap thee, becauſe when 3 he doe 
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| devonred all bis ſtrength. 9 none of It, bat rangers nc 
ſtrange luſts conld have it + The World can have thy paines and thy = 


cares, the clings of the World they can have thy thoughts and thy 
firength , and ut I, ayes CHRIS T. As a Maſter complaines of his 
refractory Servant, you can doe it for your ſelfe, and doe ir for others; 
but you will not doe it for me 4 ſigne it u in thee; but thow-wilt not pat 
it forth. | | pee f f 

— a ſigne it is in thee, for thon canſt dew it to Whom thun liſts, like a 3 Ar gu 
ſluggard that will worke at idle times; ſo thou canſt ſerve God when thon 7 
haft nothing elſe to doe; like Pharaohs conceit of the Ifraelites, That they 

would ſerve God becauſe they had nothing elſe to do. Ye are idle, idle e 
are, therefore ye ſay, Let go and do ſacrifice unto God. Becauſe they bad Exod.s.17; 
nothing elſe to do: So when thou haſt nothing elſe to do with thy Tongue, 

then thou canft give 5: to God; nothing elſe to do with thy thoughts, then 

thou canſt think ef God, when thou haſt no uſe of a lye, then thou canft tell 

truth, &c. a ſigne it is in thee; it is not the telling of the truth; it is not the 
ſpeaking very gently and modeſtly, that is, not in thee to doe, but thou 

wilt not put it forth; nay thou canſt be ſoundly provoked while 

ſome are in company, and yet ſtill as quiet as may be, a ſigne it ig in 

thee. | 

Fourthly, « ſigue it is in thee, but thow art ſo ſluggiſh thaw wilt not put it 4 Arod, 
forth, becanſe = rod is able to whip it out of Flags op Boy that is idle and 4 0097) 
can ſay nothing, yet his Maſter is able to whip it out of him, then be can 
ſay it very roundly. So thou canſt not think of theſe things, yet let God 
laſh thee, and whip thee with ſic+-eſſe, or with the pegs of death, Then O 
I have beene a Drunkard, and I have beeng naught, I have beene wicked, 
and Oh if God would recover me, I would gag for a world ſinne ſo as I have 
doge :: Then thou can weepe, as egnft cry, and then O for the Mi- 
nifter | A ſigꝑne it is in thee, for a rod puts in no new, but onely laſhes 
up that which lay there; as the 7wigges of the rod have no vertue in 
them to put learning into the Boy, but its a; ſigue it was in Rim. Ah than 
wretch thou, thy blood lies on thine owne head; why then doſt thou not 
now put thy ſelfe forth ? Thon canſt, but Oh it kills thee to thinke now 
of taking paines after ſuch things; It kills thee now to goe to thy heads 
and lie at weeping croſſe, and be ſo holy forſooth ; Oh it kills thee now 
to take paines hereabouts, like the Toggard, the defire of the- ſluggard kills Prov 21257 
him, for his hands refuſe to labour. He deſires to have a crop but ic kills him 
to go to the Plorgh ; he deſires to have his markets, but it kills him 
to go thitber. So thou deſireſt.to go to Heaven, but it kills thee to take 
paines ; Mortification, Selſe-Deniall, Repentance, Humiliation, Ex- 
Amination of Conſcience, Reformation of life; Oh theſe kill thee 
to thinke of them. A ſigue muck is in thee; but it kills thee to put it 
forth. | 
_ "'Fifthly, A ſigne it i; in thee, becauſe thou canſt do a hundred times more 5 Arg, 
when thou art pleaſed; like a wilfull lazy ſervant, yon could do it better if | 
you were pleaſed, ſayes bis Maſter. So as long as thou art gleaſed thon canft 
be more religious, a ligne it is in thee, Rehoboam, his firſt yeares were reli⸗ 
gious ; Peter Martyr abſerves, he was well pleaſed that ſame while he ſaw 
it was for the eſtabliſbing of his kingdome. . And the Levits came to him, 
from Tereboam, ſo long he was pleaſed, and then he was religious, but after- 
wards not; and why not afterwards too? Its a ſigne it was in him, but 
he was za: wel pleaſed, So Jaaſb did right in the ſight of , the Lord all the 
_ dayer of Jehoiada, Why? then he was well pleaſed with Religion, for it 
helpe him to root aut Athaliahs faction; Iebeiads had beene the ſaviour x Kings 13 2, 
of hu life, the helper of him to cht n the Lurdlprotecter of lui Nu, Ps 
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6 Argu. 


Luke 16, 28. 


No excuſe will 


tent ſinners 


the eſtabliſder of his Scepter. All this while Religion did plesſe him, but aft er- 
wards he would not do right in the fight of the Lord. Why ? becauſe other things 
now pleaſed him better; but its a ſigne it was in him. They on the rock, they 


could heare, and profeſſe as long as the Gel! did pleaſe them, they heard 
it with joy, that pleaſed them well. Ye know joy is à very pleaſing thing, and 
then they could be forward to profeſſe it. A ſigne it was in them, but in time 
of aff liftion and perſecution, nay now the G:iFell did not pleaſe them, and 
therefore they fall off. So thou canſt love a child of God as long as be pleaſeth 


thee, nay thou canft commend him for his holineſſe; O its a credit to thee 
to be acquainted with ſuch a one; but when ſome thing does not pleaſe thee, 


then thou canſt hate him in thy heart; all theſe are ſignes it is in thee, bt thou 


wilt not put it forth. 
Sixthly, a ligne it 4 in thee, becauſe thou wilt ſoew it in Hel; there Dives 


forall ſhew it was in him to have regarded a godly poore Lazarus, to have reſpe cted 


the ſalvation of his five brethren , thete he ſhall ſhew it was in him to feare 
Hell more then he did. Then the wicked ſhall ſay : What hath pride profited 
us? And what have riches and meanes advantaged us ? Then they ſhall ſee 
it was in them not to count them for hypocrites, and Fooles, and mad Men, 
that were more religious then themſelves. Wie fooles counted their life madneſſe, 
and we had them in deri ſiou, and lo they are received amongſt the Saints, Wifſd. 
5. 3.4. J. And therefore it is in thee, why then wilt thou not put thy ſelfe 
forth? I ſay this will ſtrike you all dumb before God at the laft day; why 
would you not put your ſelves forth > and how do you ſtand la xing and idleing 
out the dayes of your own peace? 
Tie caunot have any one excuſes | | 

Firft, Ye cannot ſay xs body hired you: Indeed the carefulleſt ſervant in 


ſerve impeni- the World muſt of neceſſity e when none will employ him; why ſtand 
FN 


turne at the 
laſt day. 


Prov. 18.23. 


you here idle all the day lo o man hath hired us Lord, Matth. 20.6. 
Marke, they have an excufe that they were never hired into the Vineyard. That 
was more neceſſary idleneſſe; but you have beene hired, nay you were hired 
very early in the morning, and therefore why ſtand you here idle all the day 
long? i 
Secondly, Now thou art in Gods Vineyard, thou canft not ſay 7 cannot 
profeſſe, 1 cantiot profit by hearing, nor profit by praying, & c. Thou canſt 
not ſay ſo ; for why doſt thou not labour? in all labour there is profit. Never 
did a man labour but ſome profit or other he did get; but thou wouldeft not 
labour, but thou ſtoodeſt lazing and idleing. Faine wouldeft thou be ſaved ; 
faine eſcape Hell and damnation, and oh that this were to labour for it ! Like 
the ſluggard that deſireth a Harveſt, and yet is idle; O #tinam hoc eſſet labo- 
rare: He lies loytering and playing, and oh that this were to labour! Oh 
that this were to plough and to ſow ! If his Bed were the Plough, and his Pil- 
low the Teeme, he would then drive it well: So doſt thou, atinam hoc eſſet re- 
þpiſcere, thou goeſt on minding the things of this life, carking and caring, 
&c. Vtinam hoc eſſet reſipiſcere. O that this were to repent, and this were to 
go to Heaven: thou art negligent of prayer, and, Faith, and Holineſſe, Chriſt 
Teſus ſave me, Thus cryes the Drunkard, Chriſt ſave me, and thus the 
Worldling, Chriſt peſus forgive me. Thus like a ſluggard thou wiſheſt, O 
that this were believing and ſerving of God ! Like the ſluggard I ſay, O that 


this were to labour | thou mighteft profit if thou wouldeft labour; in af la- 


bour is profit; but thou wilt not labour, and therefore inexcuſable. O what 
a ſpeechleſſe creature ſhalt thou be before God at the laſt day! This is the 
ſecond ground of the Doctrine; The reaſon why a wicked man does not 
turne unto God, is not becauſe hie cannot, but becauſe he will not. I ſay the 
ground of it is this. | TY 
Every wicked man is flathfull and negligent. 


Sairre 
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© Stirre up your ſelves ye whoſe heart the Lord hath awakened; Though the 


wicked be ſlothfull, will ye be ſlothfull alſo ? O what infinite reaſon hath the 
Lord to correct us, every one of us all? How wofuly fothfull are our hearts ! 
I cannot mafter my unruly heart, ſayes one, and I cannot caſt out this ſame 
hard- hearted Devil : Thus we fay like the Diſciples of Cbriſt, we could not 


caſt him oat. O faithleſſe Generation, how long ſual I be with you, ſayesChrift. Mary. 19; | 


Cannot caſt him out? Why ? he could goe ont by Preaching and Faſting ; So 
theſe ſame diftempers of hearr, theſe frozex-hearted Devils would goe out 
ſoon enough by Faſting and Praying ; But oh we are ſo lazy thereat, and ſo 
cold, and ſo dead, and ſo drowſie, we doe not take paines. There is teaching in 
abundance; and why cannot ye learne; There is nu/ery evongh on the horch, 
and why cannot we wonrne ? There is woe enough a comming, and why can- 
not we provide for t afore · hand? God will whip out theſe lazy weeds ont of us, if 
we belong to him; O it provokes him! «s Vinegey to the Teeth, and ſmoky to 
the Eyes, ſo is the ſiaggard to him that ſevds him. Ah thou lazy drone, this tis 
to ſend a leaden-heeld drone of ones errand it makes the Maſter look as /ow- 
erly on him, as if he had drunken a Porringer of Vinegar, So beloved, this our 
ſloth to good things it doth deeply provoke God ; there is many a wercy we 
loſe, becauſe of our ſloth; many a grace we never attaine, nay many a crofſz 
and many a trouble doe we get by reafon of our floth. Oh let us ſtir up our 
ſelves, and blow up the ſparks that are under the embers, or elſe it will be evill 
and bitter, that God will make us to ſuffer. And you that live in your finnes, 
let me tell you, ye can never look for mercy except ye ſhake off your ſlath ; ye 
may deſire to be converted, and pardoned, and faved, and fo forth; bat the 
ſoul of the ſluggard defireth and hath not; but the diligent ball be made fat. Tis 
the diligenc, the diligent onely that ſhall be fatted with grace; but ye may de- 
ſire all dayes of your lifes, but ye ſhall never have grace, except ye take paines, 
Nay, your own raines ſhall torment you in Hell; Oh how did I idle out my 
time, and let ſlip occaſions; and I would die, and I would to hell, and I would 


3 


not doe otherwiſe, and woe is me that ever I was born, &c. 


: The third Ground. 
A wicked mau will not ſet bimſelfe to uſe all the meanes that he may. 


HE is not onlyſlothful in the uſe of the ſame, not only he wil not do as much 
good as he may, but alſo he will not ſo much as uſe the meanes conſtant- 
ly in any faſhion. I cannot, ſaith he, repent, nor be ſuch a new creature as you 
talke of; Why then wilt thou not uſe the meanes ? This makes thee inexcuſa- 
ble. All the whole World both godly and ungodly have a cannot; indeed the 


- ungodly their cannot is larger and begins ſooner, but the godly their cannot 


is much leſſened, and begins farther off. The Lord inables them to goe further 
then all the wicked of the World; but beyond that, there begins their cannot. 


Prov. 10.3 


I ſay all the whole World have their cannot; I call that the meanes of grace, Eiben b 
which is between their can and their cannot. As Prayers and hearing the zrium liberaui. 


Word, and ftudying, and meditating, &c. The Lord ſeeing all men in their 
cannot: hath appointed ſuch meanes as they can, whereby they are to ſeeke 


unto God to do that which they cannot. Now a child of God whoſe canner 
is in ſome meaſure healed by grace, he can pray in faith, and heare in faith, 


&c. And therefore Prayer in faith, hearing Gods. Word in faith, &c. are 
his meanes to get more : he cannot obey more, nor believe more, bur he uſes 
theſe meanes that he may. But a wicked man, his cannot is larger, he can- 
not pray in faith, and do theſe in faith, and therefore the faithfull doing of 


theſe duties are not his meanes. I cannot do fo, ſayes he: no, but thou 
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M 6d 1. 


mayſt ſer upon them all, and doe them in as good manner as thou canſt; that 
is thy meanes. Though thou canſt not pray in faith, yet thou canſt ſer up con- 
ſtant prayers in thy family though, ſuch as they are: Thou canſt not conferre 
with grace, but thou canſt conferre about grace every day: thou canſt not re- 
peat the Word to thy houſhold in faith, but thou canſt repeat it in as good a 
manner as thou art able; that is thy meanes. Now, if thou wilt not uſe the 
meanes, thou ſtickeſt at a wil not, and when thou doſt periſh, thou muſt thank 
thine own will, thou ſtickeſt at a wil wor, The firſt queſtion Chriſt asks thee is 


this, what canſt thou doe? As when the ſonnes of Zebedee beg'd to fit one on 


the right hand, and the other on the leſt, this they could not, except God did 
vouchſafe them a new gift. But what can ye doe > ſayes Chrift, are ye able 10 
drink of the ¶ up that I am to drink of, and be baptized with the Baptiſms that 1 
am baptized with? We are able, ſay they, Matth. 20.22,23. Te ſhall drink, 
c. Mark, he puts them to doe that which they can, and then bids thtm leave 
that which they cannot unto God. I ſay, the firſt queſtion Chriſt asks thee is, 
what canft thou doe? I cannot be a Saint, Lord help mee to mercy, &c. Yea, 
but what canſt thou doe? Canſt thou nor uſe theſe and theſe meanes I appoine 
thee 2 If thou wilt not doe them, neither will I help thee. This is the nature 
of meanes, to be a meanes to that which one cannot. A child of God can pray 
in faith, but he cannot mafter ſuch a loft, and therefore he prayeth in faith 
that he may. He can heare the Word preached in faith, but he cannot pet his 
heart to it as he would, and therefore he heareth in faith that he may. Doing 
theſe in faĩch are the meanes, now this is not the meanes of the wicked, for 
they cannot doe any thing in faith; but their meanes is to ſet about them at 
lead. chat they may. I cannot pray in faith, ſayeſt thou, yea, but thou canſt ſex 
up conſtant Prayers in thy Family though, ſuch as they are: thou oanſt not 
caſt off thy ſinnes in faith, thon mayft caft them off though; a godly man may 


doe theſe things in faith, and therefore that is his meanes. Bur that which is 


his can is thy cannot; and that which is his meanes, thou muſt uſe meanes un- 
to. Thou muſt pray that thou mayf pray in faith, repeat the Word, that thou 
mayſt repeat it in faith: reforme thy life, that thou mayſt reform it in 
faith; and ſeek the Lord, that thou mayſt ſeek him in faith. Now, if thou wilt 
not ſet upon the meanes thou ſtickeſt at a will not; I confeſſe hure is the diffe- 
rence, the godly have a promiſe upon their uſing of their meancs, they uſing them 
in faith, but thou hat no promiſe ; yet who knowes what God may doe ? As the 
King of Nineveh ſaid, Let's cry mightily to God; let's caft away theſe and 
theſe ſinnes, who knowes if God will turn and repent ? Jon. 3.9. he had no pro- 
miſe, he could not tell whether God would forgive: He would ſee upon the 
meanes, he would cry mightily, and it hit well, for God ſpared the City: if 
thou wilt not ſet upon the meanes, thou doſt willingly periſh ;, and here I elea- 
red two things, 1. That God appoints every man the meanes that he may uſe, 
he may uſe thoſe meanes that God commands him as meanes. 2. That if he 
will not, he does wilfully periſh: 
Arguments to prove a wicked man may nſe the means that God 
a appeinteth as meanes. 

T cannot heare the preaching of the Word, ſayeſt thou, Iam deaf, I cannot 
heare Sermons, then that is not thy meanes: reading, which thou canſt; and 
meditating, which thou canſt, is thy meanes. Every man may uſe the meanes 


that God does appoint him as meanes. 


Firft, becauſe its the very nature of meaxes to come between ones can and his 
canna,and therefore they are called media, becauſe they come in the midſt be- 
tween a mans can and his cannot, By what meanes may I goe up to Londen? 
Aying in the Aire is not any meanes. No, that is a Birds meanes and not ine, 
for I cannot doe it; but my meanes is going, if I have legs; or riding if they 
be not able; or carryimag if I cannot ride, Every mans wedjams come in be- 
a tween 


— 


SEAS i 
N 


| veryre 
bringeth forth. be, ./ 


means to let it in, no 
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by any powet of their own they cannot doe it 
preach to a ee ee No God protefts 
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2 1 draw'thens with cords of « man, Hef. 1 1. 4. That is, with ſuch 

as a man may be draw with, not like a company of Rocks and of tones zif ye 

bave but the garnal reaſon of a man, theſe cords they would draw you. God 

f with cords of a man: indeed in the quickning of the 8 

heart, int of repentance, a man is no more active then a ſtone. Bot = 
vom to the menks, he draws you like men,andtherefore ye may <4 


je will, za ye be but men, theſe cords are cords to draw men, 
\ becauſe Gods anger is very reaſonable , when 8 aber io hagpy 3 45462 
with a —— — yer will noe, we call his anger a 
ry reaſonableanger. I know Gods anger is very reaſonable, for this which 
r — zo 2 f 


will not uſe the meanes; nor. ve over che ple: Hanes WHTN' 
will gs cho meer; They wil 2 | ne if n mand 
ie vo doi, hee would bel © h 
Gods re any ſhew of nreaſonabler 
e meanes w hb they may. en 
cla Forint ſubmit and be humbled, they would oot; be commanded 
> 2 1 —— uld no 


33. He does even 
churner forcing the mi 
become anger; andi th 
reaſonable in his an 0 
poſe thon canſt tot quicken thy Ake, 
This churueth the Lords anger, and his ar 
Huy; Gods offer of his Kingdom 


— — — 


— 
* 


— r 
* 


——r51ĩ IS EST TSR —ü— 
; / a ? 4 PC - : 
© ? 


* 


ous, decguſa the den- 
— — 
wah rpg 


Gy, ond: — — | | 
— =D * 
* * bees | 

eee ableto be w — 9 r 5s 


= 


== . . th . ＋ he 


Frans © Arguments to provet. 
Firſt, The Lind will net help thas wan by wirac! ho 
miracle . 
. faytt thou woulddtfaine 855 85 at 
| 2 7 lent thee ? "ſchon win 


- 
4 97 -T 
"6.3 e 


* w Sed +44 +> 
1 f 30 1 1 rm dh F * 
2 * y 0 2 EE ng} * 3 3 1 * 4 : « 
4 1 — — 
2 * 8 6 n . o 
Pp : ” > = » = , - 4 7 : 
means, o long wit | re, pra ry : 08Y* 
£ S = . we - 
, 2 Cana * — 
. L 
» "If > 
. by * - a 
Py ow Soon 
* % 


tive io the duty the harder; if thou wilt-not-ul 
ICID TH | > Thou art full. of thy 


this price on his mercies and graces, - thou muſt uſe all the means; no 
though grace might be vajued , no, it exceedeth all prices.;.or as though-grace 
were not free; yea, its free and without price: its fit though that this price 
ſhould be ſer upon the almes, that the proud beꝑgar ſhould chooſe to receive 
it; if thou wile not give the price that God bath put into thy hand, thou art 
worthy to miſſe it; 1 will give fo much, and labour ſo much, and pray ſo 
much, and reforme ſo much, No, no; that will not do, Chriſt will have 
tother agde penny too, thy filthy ſpeaking muſt off, and thy baſe paſſions and 
old cour les muſt off, he l have thee ſtoop to all his holy means, wouldit thoa 
have it cheaper? Mine own children and Saints never had it cheaper. Not Abra- 
bam, Ifaac, not acbb, nor Pauiʒ they were fain to uſe all holy means, to abandon 
every luſt, to ſet up every duty, invocation in their families, meditation in their 
hearts, examination in their conſciences, holy communication ia their mouthes; 
none of my Saints had it cheaper: & thou makeſt a mock of them for praying ſo 
much, and profeſſing ſo much, ſo much bearing, and ſo much gadding after Ser- 
mons, & c. Well, well, lle not hate thee one duty, nor one loſt, nor one carnal © 
deſire, lle have thee ſet about all, or thou ſhalt- never have mercy. Vet but I 
cannot find in my heart to put up this, nor to be abridged of this, and ſha Il 
Chrift and thou part for one ſingle farthing ? Periſh then, and go and thank 
thine own will for it in Hell. God is reſolved upon this price, & this is the loweſt. 
Thirdiy . God will never be brought out of his walls, thou canſt never look that 3 4Argu* 
God ſbould come out of bis walke ts ſpew thee any mercy , or gove thee any grace. 
Now the way wherein God walkes, is the means of grace and of ſalvationChere 
thou muſt look for God, or thou canſt have no hope for to find him. Suppoſe a 
poore petitioner ſhould come with his petition to the Xing, he can never look 
to have the King come downe hither to Rochford to grant it him; No, he muſt 
50 up to the King. The King is at Court at bite Lal, and there he may have 
imzif he will not go thither, he is wil full, and if his petition be not granted, he 
may thank his own will: So thou canſt not looks to fetch God ont of his own walke, 
the means of grace and ſalvation, endeavour to obey him, prayings, cryings, ſeek · 
| ings, &c. Theſe and other means of ſalvation are his walke, theſe are the wayes 
i + wherein they muſt wait to find God, if they would have him, i» the way ef thy 
, judgements have we waited for thee. Iſa. 26. 8. There the Godly wait ſor the 
Lord in the way where his walke is ; be will not be foken' with, but only there-in 
bas walke.|fthou wilt not ſeeke him there, thou maiſt thank chine on will, if 
thou miſſeſt him; ye that are negligent to hold out in Gods wayes, ye can never 
| look to find mercy. while ye live. Pray for mercy, and cry; for mercy, and 
| grone for mercy, ye muſt looke to periſh. without it: if ye will not ſeeke 
3" it in his wayes; yon le ſeeke him in ſome, but you will not ſeke him in 
3 al, aſſure your ſelves then yon hall. wiſſe of him; do you thin 
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the Rang will come to you, to grant your petitions ? you af goe up to 


Kim: and rake him where he is to be ſpoken with. God will not be Molen 


with but onely in bi wayjet ; the Jewes received Sacrampnts enongh, every 
meules — is & new Sacrament in the Wilderneſſe, afterwards they 
prayed prayers enotigh, but I will not heare you ſayes God; nere tell 
mee of your . for mercy, waſh you, make you cleane, put away 


| from jon the evil of your doing. Learne to do well ; come now and lets rea- 


oy rogether, if your fins be as red as Scarlet, Ile whiten them. Now hel be 
poker with if yet will come hither , What not erect his feare up in 


thy family ? not give over thy baſe carnall comforts ? keep ſuch diſor- 


ders under thy roofe, and in thy life > ſweare ſtill ? and give place ro 
che Devill ſtil ? curſed paffions ſtill ? mock at my children ſtill > Doſt 
thou walke in theſe wayes and hope to find good ? No; as good cut 
off a doggs neck, as give him ſacrifice of prayers as long as you walke 
in your own wayes, E/ap.66.3. you muſt ſeeke him in the wayes that 
he walkes in, and not chooſe your own wayes , heele never come out 
of his way for any of you all; what ſhall 1 doe Lord ? ſayes Saul, 
he would faine have ſpoken with God there. No, no,goe to Ananias, &c. if 


thou wilt not ſeeke him in his way, thou art well ſerved if thou miſſeſt him. 


I beſeech you eonſider this point, you can never looke to be ſaved, except 


youle ſet your ſelves to do what yeu may, and uſe all thoſe means that you 


may ; for though the uſe of the means does not ſave you, yet they are the way, 
though not cauſa regnandi, yet via regni; and if you will not conſtantly uſe 
them, you can nevet have his Kingdome. 

Reeſons of it. 

Firft, becauſe Heaven is an end, and an end can never be gotten without 
means; the end is eternall life. Rem, 6. 22. eternal life is an end, and therefore 
except the means be all uſed, yon tan never attaine it. 

Secondly, God hath annexed i to the means; all Heaven and Earth can 
never ſeparate them; either uſe all the means that God hath appointed, or elſe 
he hath decreed it. ye ſhall never be ſaved. When he hath once appointed theſe 
and theſe ſhall be your means, theſe ſhall you uſe for*e, ye ſhall never be ſaved 
without them. When God hath appointed their abiding in the ſhip a means of 
their eſcape, you ſhall ſee what Paul ſayes, except theſe abide in the ſeip, ye can- 
ant drſaved, Aft.27. So tis for Heaven, except ye abide in the means, ye can- 
not be ſa ved. | | 

Thirdly, Eeery fou!' muſt give an account before God, how he hath uſed 
the means, whether he bath aſed them all yea or no. And according as 
the account is he can give, fo ſhall his judgement be. God bath ſworne 
chis, as I live faith che Lord; God bach pawned his owd life upon this, that 


thus it ſhall be. As T /ive ſaith the Lord, every knee ſhall bow to me, and every 


tongue ſhall confeſſe to God: every one of na all ſpall give an arcount unto God, 
Rom. 14. 11, 12. every one of us, God will exempt none, we mult all be brought 
to an account for theſe things: will not thy heart bow to it ? As I live ſaith 
the Lord, I'le make every knee bow xo it, Ile make you bow or I'le break you 
for ever:as good do it as not, for ye ſhall give an account whether ye have 
done it or no, ; 

Fourthly, beloved, Cod will nt ſet up another dior into Heaven for any man in 
the prorld:either come in ut this, or you ſhall never come in. He never make 
not her Bible,; either he ruled by this or by none: He never chalk out another 
way, either go this way of chooſe, and periſh in thy wil fulaeſſe. The drunkards 
way ſhall never be his wayithe worldings way ſhall never be his, nor the lazy 
Goſpelhers bis, not the cuteleſſe ſſors his, hee le never change wayes, nor 
are y wayes your wuyer. Eſay 5 518.you muſt amend your wayes, Jer. 7.3. and 
come unto his way, or ye Thall never eſcape the evil to come: can there be any 
reaſonabler way then thi?” 8298 ; Prooſes. 
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3 Can not. 


4 Cannoti 


The cauſe of thy canner is one thing, and the cauſe of thy dort wot is a no- 
ther. The cauſe of thy can vos is the carnalneſſe of nature, but the cauſe of thy 
deft not, is the wilfulneſſe of thy will. The natural man receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of Sad, for they are fooliſhneſſe to him; neither indeed can 
he, for they are fpirirwally diſcerned, 1 (or.2.14, Where the Apoſtle makes 
a different cauſe of a natutall mans cannot, and his does not: when he ſpeakes 
of his cannot, he tells us the cauſe of that is becauſe grace is ſpirituall, and he is 
carnall. Neither indeed can he, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned : but 
when he ſpeakes of his does not, you ſee he alledges a different cauſe of his does 


not. The naturall man does not receive the things of theſpirit of God, they 


are fooliſhneſſe unto him; be counts them all fooliſh : He is ſo wilfull in his 
own carnall reaſon, that he counts it folly to deny it: Thou canſt not do thus 
and thus doſt thou ſay ? Why then wilt thou eount it folly to do ſo? when a 
man croſſes thee of thy will, thou counteft it folly to put it up; I were a 
foole if I ſhould be ſo preciſe as ſome be: 1 were a foole if I ſhould not ſuffer 
a little diſorder in my houſe, as long as I gaine by it: This is meere wilful- 
neſſe; this, and not a cannot, is a cauſe of thy doeſt nor. Thou canſt not indeed 
becauſe thou art carnall, but thy cannot is dead and not operative: thy will 
is the cauſe of thy does not; Like the wilfnl blind man, He was blind and 
would not open his eye-lids. He could not fee, but his cannot lay dead, for 
he would not open his eye-lids : his cannot is not operative till he will open 
his eye-lids, If he could ſee, yet he could not till he would open his eyelids, ſo 
thou wilt not open thine eye-lids. | 

Secondiy, the Scripture ſpeakes of a deliberate cannot, when a man cannot 
do a thing, onely becaufe he cannot find in his heart to do it. Thou canſt not re- 
pent of this and that ſinne and forſaxe it, ihe truth is, thy cannot is this, thou 
canſt not find in thy heart to forgoe it. Such a courſe is profitable and pleaſing 
to thy fleſh, thou canſt not find in thy heart to abandon it, thou canſt not 
find in thy heart to be friends with ſuch a one ; to part with thy vanities, or 
to abridge thy ſelfe of thine angry ſpeeches when thou art ſtird, &c Thou 
canſt not find in thy heart to do it. As the ewes, you cannet believe, ſayes 
Chriſt, becauſe ye ſceke honewr one of another. oh. 5.44. they would faine 
be well thought of of all their acquaintance, and therefore they could a0 
find in their heart to believe in Chriſt, Oh that would make thee to be out of 
favour with the Phariſees, and to be counted baſely of in the World, There- 
fore they could not find in their heart to believe, now this is no excuſe ; 
thou canſt not turne unto God, thou canſt not find in thy heart to part with 
thy lufts, this is thy cannot. 

Thirdly; the Scripture ſpeakes of a judiciall cannot, as a rogue cannot goe, 
becauſe for his /oytering the Magiſtrate hath leckt him in the ſtocks ; This does 
nat excuſe thee one jot ; ſhall the villaine be wilfull in his loyrering. and then 
complaine of the Magiftrate that he is not able to go about his worke? I can- 
not goe about my worke ſayes he; and who bad him be ſo idle as not to goe 
about it, when he might? Thou haſt gone on may be wilfullyin thy ſinnes, and 
now the Lord bath inflicted a judiciall cannot upon thee. Thou canſt not, come 
out of thy finnes, nay the Lord hath caſt this cannot upon thee in judgement ; 
he hath ſet thee iq the ſtockes for thy wilfull ſecurity. As the wicked eres, 
they could not believe, ſayes the Text, becauſe 7/aieh ſaith, He bath bl:nded 
their eyes, and hardened their hearts, Job, 12, 29, 40. could they excuſe them- 


| ſelves for their cannot? No, the Lord had ſer them in the ſtockes for their 


wilfulneſſe and ſecurity; They could not believe, for they had wilfally pro- 
voked the Lord to caſt this cannot upon them in jadgement, 

Fourthly, the Scripture ſpeaks of a campounded cannot; A cannot in ſenſæ 
compoſito, as we call it, a cannot in a compounded ſenſe, As a Drunkard can- 
not tender his family his poore wife and children. No, as long as he lies — 
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ſing on the Ale- bench he cannot, in a compounded ſenſe be cannot. Aviftotle Impoſſibile eff 
ſets it out by ſitting; he that is ſitting eannot walk, that is, as long as he is ſit- /edenrem ambu- 


ting he cannot walk. As Chrift ſaith of a carnall man, he cannot be my aiſciple : 
he cannot in a compounded ſenſe : He that comm:th to me, and hates not father 
and mother, and wife, and children, yea and his own life, cannot bt my Diſciple ; 
-Luk.1 4.26. he cannot indeed, ſo long as he ſtands upon theſe terms, My father 
will not love me, and my mother will not like me; if I ſhould be one of your 
Diſciples, my friends would not own me, I muſt doe as I doe, or I cannot keep 
my wife and children. Indeed as long as thou ſtandſt on theſe tertus, thou canſt 
not be a Diſciple of Chriſt, thou canſt not in 4 compounded ſenſe, but if thou 
wouldſt; divide it, thou mightſt: no man can ſerve two maſters, Mat. 6. 4. mark. 
compound them together and he cannot; but if he would give over one, he 
might ſer ve the other: thou canſt not thou ſayeſt; No, I yeeld thee in a com- 
pounded ſenſe thou canſt nor ; thou canſt not as long as thou art thus careleſſe as 

thou art, as long as thon favoureſt thy ſelf in ſuch and ſuch luſts; thaw canſt nor. 

The compounding of thy ſecurity and lazineſſe with Religion, that is the reaſon 
why thou canſt not; this is it that makes our prayers hard, and our repentings 
hard, our believings and all our performances hard , becauſe we would fain be 
compounding. We bave much adòe to Pray, our bearts can hardly be brought 
to wreſtle, much adoe to be humbled, our wils will hardly ſtoop; if it were not 
for theſe componndings , theſe duties were eafie. And what excuſe haſt thou 
hence? none at all: for its a cannot onely in the compounded ſenſe that thou 

makeſt it. 

Fifthly, the Scripture ſpeaks of a humbling cannot, a cannot not to bolſter thee 
up in thy excuſes, but onely to humble thee, that thou mayft be driven out of 
thy ſelfe unto God. A ſervant cannot live, except it be his Maſters, pleaſure to 
take pitty on him; Is this any pretence to him to anger his Maſter ? or to be 
negligent of his Maſters commands? nay rather it forteth him to be ſo much 
the more carefull co obey him, and m be humble before him. So the Scripture 
ſayes, that thou canſt not without God, except God ſhew mercy on thee to 
convert thee and ſave thee, thou canſt not be accepted of him. Al thy & to 
humble thee, notito help thee with excuſes.” Tuſh I cannot doe us his Minifters 
doe bid me, I cannot mortific theſe fins, cannot be fo ſtrict, this is too much 
preciſeneſſe you ſpeak of. murmut᷑ not, this cannot wm only ro humble thee: mur- 
mure not among your ſelves; No (man cometh to me, except rhe Father draw 
him, 7oh. 6. 43, 44. This is no reaſon why thou ſhould murmure or cavill, or 
be ſlubborne as thou art, thou canſt not come at Chriſt, except the Father take 
pitty on thee to draw thee, Thou haſt ſo mueh the more reaſon to be hambled, 
and not to goe on wittingly and wilfully as thou doſt. Canſt thou not be holy 
and ſaved, except he be pleaſed to pitty thee? in what a wofull cafe then art 
thou, to provoke him as thou doft ? So much ſhall ſuffice for thy firſt Objecti- 
on drawn our of the Scripture. Cy WALLS PIRATE MR | 

The ſecond thing thou objecteſt, is thy williugneſſe ; thou wonldft. as thou preten- 
deſt,but thou canſt not. 

I anſwer thee for this. 


Ke. 


Note. 


5 Cannot? 


Firſt, may be its the will of thy conſcience, and dot the will of thy heart; 2 Object. 
thy heart is carnall and unacquainted with God, and ſo its contented to be, anſnered. 


onely thy conſcience would have thee grow better and more heavenly, but 
thy heart will not yeeld; and therefore all thy willings are nothing but delu- 
dings, they are onely the willinꝑs of conſcience, and not of thy heart. Thou 
art cha fing and fretting every fobt, thy conſcience tells thee thou ſnouldſt not; 
thou art praying carnally every day, when thou haſt done, conſcience ſayes 
thou ſhouldſt pray holyer then ſo; conſcience would, bus t bos wilt not, conſcĩence 


would have thee get aſſurance for Heaven, but thou wilt not be at the pains. 
Alas, this makes thee inexcuſable, for wy _ condemneſt thy ſelfe, and yer 
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wilt ſin; —— * — — 1205 "008. that, judg 
wherein thou judgeſt another, thou condemneft. thy ſelſe, Rom, 2233. Mark 
000000 ( 
particular the! bote does inftance there for judging another) fop the truth 464 
is the fate, whatſoever fiune we doe inſtance in, the truth is this that Pan. 
Ne. grounds his fpeech an; Herter condemnath himſelf in 45, and as will ge, 
in it, that man is ins xcuſable. What now haſt thon Fekter by thy nlea thou 
wouldſt, thou ſayſt; this makes thy ſinne to be worle, in that thy conſcience 
1 would, and yet for all that thou wilt not. N 1 
Secondly, may be its a copulative wilt; thou baft a. will to. repent and be. 
godly, but it is with a copulative will. Repentance and ſome luſt, Godlineſſe 
and ſome luſt; thou wouldſt fain pleaſe the Lord and thine own luſt too; be 
religious and proud too; believe in Chriſt and covet too, and he vain too, &c. 
Thou haſt a will but it is a copulative will, to ſerve God and do this 200 3-Piſh, 
cannot I ſerve God, and doe this too? No, no, this ſame copulative will is a flat 
contradiction. Couple light and darkueſſe C hriſt and Balialꝰ a Cor 6.15. it a 
contradicłion to imagine to couple them, for they cannot poſſibly be coupled. 
And therefore this ſame copulative will is nothing but a, mockery, and the 
truth ſtill is this thou wilt not. * ks be 
Thirdly, May be thou haſt a woulding will; this is no will, hut onely 
a velleity; ſo thou haſt a woulding will. I would do as well as any other, but 
I cannot; to ſpeake properly this is no will, for its, onely that will wherewith 
fooles will things impoſſible ; I would I were at Londem with a with, ſayes bes 
I would I couſd flie as well as an Eagle. Theſe things axe impoſſible, and there- 
fore its no will, but meere folly ; thus may be thou willeſt grace, L.would. 
with all my heart I could do as God ſayes, God, knowes my heart; .my wilt: is 
good, I would be better then Iam ; And yer th conſeience can call tor. ſomes! 
thing orother to be mended, and thon wilt not. This is an impgſfibility, and 
therefore no will ; like the foole that would fit; in his, chaire, I, and would I 
were at London, he would faine be at Landon, and fi frill.; So thou ſitteſt at 
the ſame piſſe, I would I were in Chriſt; thou wouldeſt faine be in Chriſt, and 
yet thou art [oth to ſtirte out of that baſe temper thou art in. This is an im- 
poſſibility, a folly and no will; wouldiog and no willing. I grant the Saints o 
God have their wouldings, and their would does go further then their will,; 
eheir will is abſolately ſet to be holy, and they wonid be more holy; their willis 
deeply to be bumbled; and they would be deeper; their would is grounded 
on à will, they will in ſome meaſure and they would goe further, I. will, oh 
that I could will more! But thou that lieſt in thy ſinfull eſtate, thy, wonld is pure 
folly. A would grounded upon a will an, is foppiſh; the Caintt wonld ie 
Notes grounded upon 4 wil; but thine, the rout at bottame 1 this, thou wilt 
Not. . ö I ; X 21 
Fourthly, may be thou 54. « generall metaphyſicall will. but to come party 
iculars, there thou Wilt nat. I hate the Saints of God? God forbid, Vie never 
hate them while I live; and yet come to this Saint and that Saint, bin theu 
Wilt hate; him ? He is the verieſt hypocrice in the Country, and keepes more 
When carnall adoe then needs. Thus thy will is good to a company of metaphyſical Saints 
men can dico in the clouds; but thoſe that are Gods Saints in particular, thau maabeſt. I 
D ape] be ffubborne againſt the Commandements, of God ? 1 will not be. tubborne 
Sin, hen aggainſt them; yea, but this and thu Gommandewent.thow wilt nat obere. Thou 
they charge wilt not thinks beſt, of, mem of whom thou. ſhouldeſt, nor take up that Care 
them with by- riage jo ery Bk g ſhouldeſt; thou. haft a good will to che Com- 
. mandements io affliction, hut thy will ſtands againſt the particulars of them. 
Generals are ee when they een che particulars. And 
therefore thy will is but a Notion; the will when it willeth indeed, willeth 
particulars, this particular duty, this particular Ordinance, Indeed good, = 
. „ 
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— — objec of the will, bur whea the will comes to will i the ex- 
ercile of it, it pitcbeth on particulars. f | 8 
Fifthly, thou haſt no true vill, I ſpeak ſtill to the carnall, I ſay thou haſt ao 
true will, becauſe if thou truly didſt will,chos canli; if thou didit truly will tiny 
believe, and will to be a new creature,thoy couldft;for the will it hath potentiant® 
executivans, ſo farre as it will, &. It hath an executing power to got ſo farre 
asit wills, if thon didſt truly and really will to ſpeak holy, thy will would 
make thy tongue to put it in excution, If thou hadft a will, thy will would com- 
mand execution, wy tungus ſhall p cal the praiſe of the Lord, ſyyes David, P ſal. 
119-17 1.172. my ſeul it ſtall praiſi thee, verſe 175. I grant the woulding of 
the will goes further then all execution can goe, ro will i priſent with me, but 
bow to performe that which is Cd, I find not, Rom 7. 18. I quote this place the 
rather, becauſe many wreſt it to their own deſtraction. Oh {ayes a wicked man, 
I have a good will, I would as Paul ſayes, but I cannot performe, thus men mi 
interpret this place; for lool how farre Paul would, be could perforwe, for the 
will hath potentiam executricew, and an imperative force over the man. What 
he did will, he did performe, he performed it in bs heart, and tangne, and band, 
&c. but he would draw his will forwarder then it was, but he could nor; 
his very will was partly unwilling, he could not indeed performe ſo much as be 
would, that is, he could not draw on his will ſo ſtrongly a he would. His will 
was not —_— ſanctified, no Saint in this World hath any perfect com- 
pleatneſſe of will; and therefore his performance is not perfe&, becauſe his 
will is not perfect. I fay if thy will be converted to God, rhog thy ſelf art 
converted to God, abedience ever goes as farre as the will. And therefore if 
thou art willing, its certain thon art obedient ; if ye be willing and obedient, 
ſayes the Text, 1/4. 1.19. whoſoever is willing to obey, that man does obey 
in ſome meaſure, becauſe: the will hath power of execution, and the whole 
man at command. This is the reaſon why Divizes ſay, that the Swrerity of the 
wil ic the condition of the Goſpel ; wherefore if thou beeſt not abedient, neither 
art thou willing to obey ; all the powers of thy ſoule, and all the members of 
thy body, thy will hath an actus imperativus to command them. No ii thy 
will will not command them gp yeild, chou art not fo much as willing at all. 
If a Juſtice of peace ſhould tell me he would give me « Warrant, int Fer whea 
all comes to all ke will not command his clerk co write it, nor Ave 
for to pea it, I ſee plainly he will not. Doſt thou ſay, Fwould obey Chriſta 
I would deny my ſelf, why then doſt thon not command thy Clerke to write 
ie? If thy will will not command tongue, Tame thou ſhale never talk ſo un- 
proficably as thou haſt done, and Eare thou ſhalt never hearken after vanity 
as thou baſt done; and thoughts, Thoughts ye ſhall never run at rovers as ye 
have done. If your will were but willing it would command your whole ſoul, 
Soul tbos ſhalt not doe 45 thin haſt dove : as David: will commanded” his ſou}, 
O my ſoul bleſſe the Lord, and forget tau not al his benefits, Plal. 103. 2. Nay, 
he commanded all that was in him, al that i is wwe blefſe his holy Name, ver. 
1. So if thou wert willing, thy will would command all thy foul; foul thou 
ſhale not be ſo ſeldome at the throne of grace as thou art, &c. Thus much of 
the ſecond objection drawn from the will. | | 
1 '* Objettion the thirl. 2 
But thos deſireſt to dir it, and therefore thou doſ not ftick at 4 will nt. 3. 0bielied' 
I anſwer thee, wh» can tell beſt what is in _thee, God or thine own heart? 2 ſraered, ” 


verily the Lord that did make it is likelieſt to know beft; Now the Lord ſayes 
peremptorily, thou deſireſt not grace; yea, and thy heart ſuyes ſo #00, and 
the Lord heares it, though thou beareſt it not; they” (aid unto God, depart 


» I p*0< * 


from us, we deſire not the knowltdge of thy 'wayes, Nb." 1 f. 14. Neverthelefſe, - 

becauſe thou ftandeſt io ſtoutly upon ie, that thou doff defire price; ig teli | 

thee the reaſon of thy miſtake, —  _.. 10 8 78 aan 
h . 7 
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. deſires, thou thinkeft thou deſires, 
and therefore thou art miſtaken ; like Sexece's young ſchollar, that de de- 3 
ſired to be good. I doe not ſay, faith he; he lies, but purer ſe un 

das he deſires; ſo thou ſayeſt thou deſiteſt; I will not ſay tho 


| *-thiokeft thou doft ſo; now alas thy thoughts are the: vaineſt things 
z Kings 5.31 World. How long ſball vain thoughts lodge within thee ? Fer. 4414; 
are very vaine, there is no truſting in them; Naewer thought, I 
Bfier 6.6 be, but how wide his thougbt was the ſtory declares. Haman thought, b. 
l .,üloaght in bis heart, ſayes the Text; but theſe thoughts came to nothing hut a 
Gallowes and a Halter. Ib ibenos thought, but you know what his thoughts 
did come unto; it fell foule on his own bead, nothing is more vaine then the 
thoughts of carnall mens hearts, ſo thou thinbeſt thus defireft, alas thy theught 
is but vanity« 6 LH 

Secondly, thou haſt ignorant defires, thou doſt deſire to be one of Gods 
Saints, thou deſireſt it ipgnorantly ; for when thou comeſt to ſee who the Saints 
be, namely, tuch and ſuch whom thou conceiveſt to be ſtrange people and pu- 
ritans, then thou haft no defire to be one. Thou deſireſt to goe «fter ¶ briſt, 
thou doft ignoraxtlyaefrre it, for when thou ſeeſt thou mat rake wp hi croſſe, 
then thou haſt zo deſire thereunto; as the Prophet ſpeaks of Chriſt in the per- 
ſon of the wicked, when we ſhall ſee him, there is no beauty that we ſbould de fre 
him, gay. 5 3-2. thou deſireſt with ignorant deſires before thou ſeeſt who he 
is; but when thou ſeeſt who he is, thou doſt not deſire him. Thou deſireſt his 
grace, thou defireſ to believe and repent, and to pat ap injuries. theſe are ig- 
norant defires before thou ſeeſt what they be; but when thou ſeeſt what they 
be, what the 5»j#ry is that thou ſhouldſt put up, then thon doſt not deßre te 
put it up; what the ſiane is that thou ſhouldſt leave, then thou doſt nor deſire 
for to leave it; when thou ſeeſt them, then thon doſt not defire them. When 
we ſhall ſee him, there is no beauty bar we Howld defore him. 

Thirdly, thou haft 2 defires. Oh ſaith one, you have a happy turne, 
you have preaching, a good meanes to be godly, and be edified. I de- 
fire to be ſo; but alas our Miniſter does not Preach, and we have a dumb dog ; 
and I am in a very wicked place, If I were as you are, I ſhould count my ſelf 
happy. God knowes, I deſire heartily the edification of my ſoul; thus thy de- 
fires wander after other mens caſes; and then wilt net ſtirre out for thine omu. 
How doft thou deſire to be edified, when thou wilt not ſtir out two or three, 
miles to be edified? Thy deſires are like = Ws. rw; ao will be eve 
ry where wandering, but only there where they ſhould be. So thy deſires 
goe roving up and down, you are happy ; and he is happy and thou art un- 
willing. in the meane time to labour, where and how God hath appointed 
thee. Theſe are none but gadding, wandering deſires; better & the fighs of the 
eyes then the wandering of the deſirt. Eccl. 6. . thy deſires wander abroad to a 

roming company of wiſtes, but thou wilt not obſerve that which God gives 
thee to ſee; thus much of the third Objection drawn from deſire. 
| | T he fonrth Objectian. 

T hou reſolveft and haſt good purpoſes, but ob tho cauſt not performe them. 

I anſwer thee, doe but conſider what thy purpoſe is, and thou ſhalt ſee 
how thou art cozened ; theſe purpoſes thou ſpeał ſt of are only voluntates de 
futuro. I will bereafter look to it better then I have done heretofore. Hereafter I 
will, I purpoſe, that is hereafter I will; alas, this will for hereafter a 10 

12 a | v E 


IA. ; 
Firſt, becauſe its only to ſhuffle off the willing for the preſent. Now the 
heart is unwilling to obey, and therefore it puts off the commandment to 
hereafter, not for any ſuch deſire that it hath to doe it hereafter, but only be- 
cauſe it is unwilling to doe it for the preſent. Like a man that is unwilling to 
lend, Ile lend you hereafter, ſayes he. $57 wot unto thy neighbour, gos and come 
again, 


WF * 


e 


the lending to 
5 ee bar one 


no Bil ca ee Gods will u now, be — ; 
thou wilt not, thou wilt hereafter, but then may be he will not. He — will 
not when lie may, when he would he ſhall bave nay; aſterwards when thou 
wouldft fain be converted, and pardoned, &c. Lotd open to me, ney but O 
men, when I would thqu wonldf not; now thou wouldf#;:but 1 will nor; thy 
will for hereafter goes wichout Gods, and cherefore tis rio will. 
Thirdly, thy wilt for hereafter is no will, becauſe thou ſhale miſſe thoſe ſap. 
gofirionethar thog willeſt . 

Firſt, thou ſappaſeſt thou have fewer: temptations hereafter, O when 
theſe croubles are over, and theſe temptations are over, [will, | | 
when theſe are all over,new ones will come and er emp 
ſent be a hindrance, ſome temptation or other a bad 
chat ſhall hinder thes hereafter mack 1 or 

Secondly, thou ſappo ſeſt thou mült de fitter lter; 
eras miuimus apt us erit, if thou berf ow; much leſſe 
eee e aer, like west, che dog 
unfitter tis to be eaten, aud cherefore thi pers falſe te 

Fourthiy, cby will for here is no" pevs 4 
Antigonus, I will give, chis is not 
Dabo, I will give; cllis is Eu Hy 


chi 1 be 
ae ry tains vie be Purpoſe cen = 


are no wills at all. Z 1-29 | nA 
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this bel a conſcience i able to it. Chou ans” thy -coniſcienc 
knowes well — choy arc {azy, thou doſt not labour for hotinelfe — 
thy imptite nc © wilfal, aud thy danination wilfull aud thy ruim wilful. 

To conclude then, uadetſtaod alt you that will not hear and obey. 

Firſt, that your ruf id from yout elfe, you cannot caſt it upon 
God ; he offers wy means 'to eſcape” it, and vo will not, Hoſ. 13. 94 
i Secondly, your freer is weſt , you cannot alledge ſeverity and cru- 
elty; no; y ur ſelyes ure cruell onen You judge: your ownſelvesacto Hell. 
The Lord preſſeth 2 err on yon, and you pur it meer 23.46. 

Thirdly, your 4H aua, te, you having 1 
God hach taken away all clokes ofexcaſes, he are offered — hwow- 
ledge, & you would nota Cbriſt, and ye Bald not 9 Ns — 
ning and you wouid aor.Your mouch are quire eee when yau periſh, 


Matt b. 22,12. 5 
Fourthly, your defi rity iis | if you 30840600 reletted and 


yeilded. chere m gat have beeen hope: but you would not: You! have hard 
Jour necks; and what's that burn wil wür COIN hail . 
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2 Excuſe. 


9500 r Ao Nr 
i Nee bach 


Eh of pitey : d we Tay © ro 
heed, fb vo wean can tuge you'r * 
cantiot be pittiec. #51 Fin yy 


| my ſelfe gathered it; in Hel, and my ſelfe kindled it. I 
might have pee ref it, but 1 would not. | 

r follower th, Application. 

VLearne inſtructiou then, leſt ye periſh wilfully , reforme as much as you 
may, dowrie with all your diſorders, fwumbling-blocks F imiquitis:, and 
aillthe Tadel of your hearts, and caſt them into the brocke K 4 up good 
courſes as much as „ou may, uſe all the means to ſalvation as humbly as you 
may; let not any family be without the due worſhip of God in it. Fae 
_ thers, ſuffer not ſinne in your children, nor Maſters in your ſervants, lie 
not, ſwente not, covet not, omit not the exerciſes of hope, left ye juſtly, 
_dnexcuſable, unavoydably, pittileſly periſh, and ſo reproach your oWne wills 


fer rr in Tophet ; as David then ſaid unto Solomon, after he had ſet him by- 
ſineſſes to do, ariſe therefore and be doing, aud the Lord be with thee, ſayes he, 


'1(bro#s.2.2:x6: $0 I may ſay to you, Ariſe and be doing; up, ſet about it, uſe 
no excuſes, humble your ſelves before God, ſee your miſery and bewaile it, and 
the Lord be wich you. 2 | 

BY may be you will ſay, this Docttine is Pelagianiſme, or Arminiani/me 

Det leaft. Nay then, let me tell you, tis Araviniens/me to hold the contrary] 
You make your wills to be your own, and free for to will, that ſay your will 
is to repent, but you cannot. And if God ſhould give you a poſſe, ye profeſſe 

your ſelves to be of the Pelagias hereſie; if God ſhould give you a power you 
would adde the will. To paſſe over this, and ſo to go on. 3 
Except the beliefe of this truth do fink into thy heart, thou canſt never 
ſoundly be humbled; if thou ſhouldſt ſay, Lord, I would faine have repented 
all this while, but I could not, thou never ſoundly wert humbled: a man is 
never humbled as long as he excuſes himfelfe : thou ſayeſt I would be holier, I 
would pray better, and I would reform more, but I cannot; this is to fall to 
excuſes, and not to be humbled: For, 
- Firſt, thou excuſeſt thy ſelf for all tranſgreſſions beſides originall. A man muft 
be humbled for his actuall fins as well as originall,and count himſelf inexcuſa- 
ble for one as well as tother. But thou pitcheſt all thy humiliation upon thy A- 
poſtacy in Adam, if now thou pleadeſt a cannot. Lord I confeſs I was conceived 
in ſin, but now I cannot do withall, I cannot do otherwiſe though I would ne- 
ver ſo fain. cannot but drink now & then & be drunk, I cannot but rap out an 
Oath now and then in my haſt, &c. i confeſs I brought this cannot upon me in 
the loyns of Adam, but upon the ſuppoſall of that, doeſt thou bid me give over 
my ſinsꝰ I cannot this is not to be humbled but to fall to excuſes. Its true, actu- 
all corruption which naturally flows from originall, requires that one and ſelf 
ſame humiliation that originall does, But otherwiſe thou muſt be bumbled 
with a new humiliation for thine actuall tranſgreſſions, or elſe thou art not 
bumbled but pleadeſt excufes, David humbles himſelfe for both, with one 
humiliation forthe one, Pſal. 5 1. 5. with another for the other, v.3. But as 
long as thou pleadeſt on this faſhion, thou excuſeſt thy ſelf for thy actuall ſins, 
and neyer art humble. ? 

Nay 20% thou excuſeſt thy ſelf for thy originall ſin'too.Lord, I would be with- 
out ſin, but I cannot, if I could I would: belike then if it had been thy caſe as ic 
was 
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123 not y fruit. An r 
it was dis fault arid-ndt thine; thou: wouldft. nac have finned. if thou couldſt 
bave other wiſe chdoſed. Andtherefore bos thod extuſeft thy ſelfe for that: tu 
for thoa ſayeſt thou wouldſt northabe finded ii thon hadſt bbea bo he, he finnad. 
when he might have sea bus chou ouldſt not have done ſo. 
Thus chou excuſeſt thy ſelfe for chuur or:ginalt ſinne too; Ard therefore thou 
£canſt not be tinmbleit as long anthon pleadeſt chu: ; the trurh is thou diiict will- 
ingly ſin as well Adam. God wade man upright, bur they hawe ſought r m- 
#7 inventions .Eccieſ:7.2.9, he ſpenketh of Adam being upright Ge made 
Adam uprighe t he des not ſay. but man berb found out many ; inventions, 28 Note 
though it were his fault alont that was created uprigfit. No, God made man 
upright, en eee be caſts che blame upon ævery nian as will as du; 
but they bave'ſohighe outimany+irventions; Thus we muſt be humbled for our 
originall ce uptian: but thon cãnſt not be humbled as Jong as thou pleadeſt 
on this meßner;, 00; thou excuſeſt ay ſite; and: therefore _ wett never ꝓet 
humbled. TRE tlg 
Ney thiddly; chod excaſetthy felt for every flo, thou! aten all thy. im o 3 Excuſe. 
be gothing but infirmities, ac. though Pax/s caſe were thine: the good w, 
I would do, that do I not, and the evil which 1 would: not do, —— 
would be godlier: then Lam, but. 1 cannot / add therefore chou“ makeff _ 
thy ſins ro be infirmities. What is fin of infiemicy but à fin the will sia ofin ml. 
proteſteth againſt > thou ſayeſt. that thy will -proteſterh'- agaigft, every vac iy. 
of thy ſins, chou wouldſt leave chem, 'bur-Thau*cartt: orf 80 then how 
farte thou art from ſound | humiliatibo': thy pfeſumptndi m are HMI 
adthing with e thy ſtubborameſſe nothing, and rhy wilfalneſſe glo- 
— w6 all thy fins are .lofirmiries: Nay,/thou.makeft thy fins co be putely 
and only inlet , invincible infirmities; ;iovincibleiofiemiries are the moſt 
'extuſable of all. Now when thou ſayeſt · thou ſtickeſt ara Cannot, thou mak- 
eſt thy ſins not only infirmities, but alſo invinclble infirmirtes ſuch as thou 
canſt not poſſibly avoid; thou wouldft fain avoid them but thou canſt en 
therefore if thou goeſt this way to work, thou canſt never be humbled, 
Nay fourthly; Ihoù commendeſt thy ſelfe more then God. nay i ever 4 Excuſe. 
God ſbould enable thee and give ghee power to be a new creature;thou mak- 
eft rby Gife wore behoſding evtby Ll chen to Gods The will is. more chen 
the power: the will to believe, and repent, and conver, is more then the power: 
Actus ſetundus eſt nobilis att primo. To be able to believe, and to be ah. 
repent; and become a new Creaturt, theſe ire bus firkt ads If G 
help thee to theſe, thou ſayeſt thou would adde corhee. Thou wouldft be- 
lieve and thou wouldſt convert. and thou wouldſt be a new creature if God 
would give thee the power, thou wouldſt adde the Act. And therefore 
thou commendeſt thy felfe more then God i for in motall powers which 
bave a further reference unto Act, the act is more noble then the po- 
wer. The truth is; che will is better then the power of doing; and both is of 
God, and ſo the Apoſtle does ſhew it. Its God that worker in yo. ſpeaking 
of the Saints, ts God that worketh in jon both the wil aud the died, Phil. 1. 
13. Mark, the will and the deed: Firſt the will, and then power to bring it into 
deed; the will is the primary bleſfing of God. And chis is che reaſon hy « 
Chitd of Godseftate is now better under Chĩiſt, then it was before: in no- Note 
cency; for then he bad only power: ifhe. would, and ao ene, 
che deed:: : I fay' this is the truth, che will is more then the per; and 
therefore thou wert never bambled io thy. ſelſe. tkharpleadeſt, OI dd I 
could; thou makeſt thy ſelfe more beholding to thy ſelſe theo G 
ſhould ever cõnvert thee, and therefore thou art not yet cap 
converſion; x why! \ —_ art not n humbled, but uad: at proud cements 


the Lord. | 
" Gega , Ny 
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_ Nay — the blame upon God; forits even 


E NN Jtannot heipit,i{God be not pleaſed 1 — wi 
| not do cag 
— — — — fo forward and fo Hea- 
God gives them che- power bu my wil God knowes is as” good as 
Carnal men deaewellas the beſt, bur I cannot: O if God would en? 


9 — ,take heed of theſe conceits, for ye caſt all the 
whereas che blame is in n ye would not be en- 
D Ne 

ye caſt che blame upon nature i my nature, and I cannot; 31 
—— — Thou layeſt the blame upon thy Natu- 
re, and therefore thou caſteſt he hiame upon God: for not helping thee to a 
better nature: it is God that juſtly determines mens natures, Ones nature is 
, enothers more fearfull, another more Ey, anothers more luſt- 
fl Dot hoe 3 7 ——— 
| ame upon or its 
— chowrakeſt part wich thoſe wrerches that ſaid, 
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cannot] withows laying the blam wpon God ; but then 
for the preſent. But thou canſt-never be humbled: while thou liveft; if thou 
pleadeſt thus a cannot, becauſe thou layeſt the blame uon Sddꝶ. 
Nay fixthly, thou canſt not be humbled, becauſe thou doſt not onely lay the 
blame upon God for thy ſinnes, but thou findeſt fault with u Gods procee- 
dings; it is as if thou ſhouldſt ſay, why does he bid me repent, when hie 
knowes I cannot? why does he yet complaine ? Rom. 5. 1g be knowes Henn. 


———— — 
2 
* 


not: why does he waoe me to doe that which I cannot or promiſe me'blef- ; 


fings if I doe, when he knowes that I cannot ? why does he help me to mot 
"ir more knowledge ? he does but hurt me with knowledge; and make my fins 
to be worſe, which I cannot forſake. My ſinnes are nom again 
and Miniſters tell me that is worſe; this is all that jour: og”. 
nay thou findeſt fault with all Gods correction: why dots he punifiume for 
not doing of that which 1 cannot? thus thou arc farre from being bumbied/; 
the truth is, thou mighteſt get a great deale by -knowledpe; by exborrarion, 


and reproofs, and correQions, but thou wit not: is it not eaſier to leave a 


ſinne when thou knoweſt it, then when thou art ignorant of it > to be moved 
then thou art exhorted, then when chon art not admoniſhed at all ? to for- 
ſake ſiafull courſe when once God hatb imbittered it to thy fleſh by correct 


ons, then when it was ſweet ? Is it not eaſier to give over drunkenneſſe, when 
the exceſſei is bitter ro thy ſtomaek, then when ir was pleaſant? ſo it is with 


every other ſinne ; thou mighiſt get a great deale of God by: every one of 
Gods dealings, but thou wilt not. hy ſhould 36 be fivithen any more ? ye will 
revolt more and more, Eſay. 1. 5. Te will, ſayes God, this is Gods language: he 
finds fault with thy will, but thou findeſt fault with his wilbe Why does he 
ſmite me more and more; I cannot but revolt I ennaot doe as he: would 


bare me; may be thy luſts are more mannerly then to ſay thus; but this ſecrast 


grumbling is in thee, if thou ſayeſt that thou flickeſt at a cannot, and therefore 
thou canſt not be humbled. M „„ ehen 2011299 e et 
In the ſecond place, if it be thus, the reaſon hy thou 
not becauſe thou canſt not, but becauſe thou wiſt not. 
Bee here hen ehe dectit of hy heart. 
If God would give me grace, I would willingly doe any thing; this isn 
thing but the deceitfalneſfe of thy heart, which is deceitſull above all things. 
For thy heart does but here lie anto God; [would very 'faine, if God would 
enable me: thou lyeſt; God knowes it is not ſo: like the wil full Jewes;” they 
would be Gods people, they would. ſtay themſelves upon God; God teis them 
in effect they lied, Ie thow wert ob ſfinate, and thy neck ts an iron ftw, and 
thy brow braſſe, Iſay. 48. 4. wouldeſt thou believe me? No, no, I know thou 


. 


art obſtinate and wilt not; fo God knowes thou art obſtinate. I cannot ſee 


this is a: ſinne to ſay faith and truth; I cannot fee tis u ſinne not to pray 
daily in my family; not to repeat the Sermon every Sabbath: if I could ſee it 
were a finne, I would amend it; no, no, thou ſyeſt unto God, thou art obſti - 
nate; and thou wouldft not have it a finne; and thou wilt not believe it, and if 
thou didſt know it᷑ to be one, thou wouldſt not reform irt. 
Secondly, hereby thou dodgeft with God, and thou tempteſt the Lord. If 
God would give me 2 ö 

ifling with:the Lord; for why doſt thou not ſet about it, and try every day 
what canft doe ? if God would but quicken me; and per ſwade me, and 
compell me, and enable me, I would doe it. Alas thou dodgeſt with God, as 


* 


the people of che Goſpel; f de will come down from the ¶ voſſe. "we wil believe 


in him, Mat: 27. 42. they had no will to believe in him, this was nothing but 


dodging: Csriſt had done enough for them to make them believe if they had 


1 273 * Ibirdly, 


doſt not mend is 


ce, I wonld doe it; this is nothing bur dullying and 


not obey, and therefore here's mot need of thy humbſiup, to be humbled for thy 


humble thy ſoul for thy wil · nots, theſe are the hardners of 


. 
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* 0 i 
upon you: fo thou ſayeſt the charge EE 1 Go . | 
duty in charge thou layeſt it at his do bre, a 
thou _ it lie, not — to doe it mea 


In the third — Is it ſo, that the — po 150 Li not ann, is 60% 

becauſe thou canſt not, but onely decauſe thoti wilthot ? 
„ 'Obthes wy brethren leari to bi bam | 
This point calls for Humiliation | 

Firſt; here lies eſpecially the pride of che heart, not e cannot: but their D/ 3. 
will-nors wwhen a ſoul does whatſoever it n, Ns 45 _ a5 it can, uſes Engage to by: 
as many meaas as it can, and as often 2dr eng; this fs '« roud ea but a miliation. 
proud heart is that eſpecially that fticketh it a er. | - , 1 
ſoul ſhall weep in ſeeret place for your pride, Jer. yy 7. Mak, för your pride, 
if you wi not; be does not ſay, if you cannot, my ſou! ſhaff"Weep"fot Four 
pride, if ye lick at a cannot, but if ye dier een il {Tide not 4 this 
point does lift up mens wille, no; chis point does us much beat dt the büm bling 
of the will, as any point under heaven; for here dies the pride of dhe will, and 
therefore here ye muſt he hantbied:- * 

Secondly, here lies eſpecially the hardning « of the heart: when a ane ck 
at a cannot he does not more and more harden his heart, but oiſe ices dhe 
ſame hardreſſe he had. Beloved; tho then barden thy heart wilt 
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wil-nags; its ſaid of Pharaab, he han du bis heart, Extdly.34. what follows ? 
he won'd not let the children of Iſrael goe : thy ll not Tate are they that har- 
cart? O gbeand 
heart, nay! ſet 
me tell thee, thou haſt no bardneſſe of beurt no more then an infant or a 
bur only that which thy wil-nats have made ee thou han great 
reaſon to be humbled for thy wil- note. 4 
Thirdly, here lies eſpecially the ſtubborntieſſe of the nei, whet A chid 
that is commanded by his parents to obey, ſticks at a c, de obeyt i far as 
he can, but onely he ſticks at a can», he is not Rubborn; 3 
when one ſticks at a will not: If a man haves fnbbory ſun b" will wt bey 
the voice of hus f-ther, Deut 21. 18. ſo here lies eſpecially tie iii lle of 
thy heart. and therefore here's moſt humitiatio require... ase 
Fourthly, here lies the greateſt deſpiſgl of che deer vf G 
Asa bority is never ſo much deſpiſed as — men will not ſubmit & * . 
ther is deſpiſed when a Fox wi not hear hin; end ufer is" deff hen 
his ſeruant will not do as he bids bim; nay get n eddtbt bY 4 
but by will #ots, it may be omitted, and — by e 
not be de ipiſed hut by will. nors x if ye bal 57 
not 4o all my Commandements i Gr. Levin 8. 2 ini 
thou to be humbled, that deſpite Lone? He ami 75 
ſhould a bim; ; be can put 


den thy heart. Doſt thou complaine of the hardaeſſe of th 
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4 Uſe. To 
quicken the 
thankſfulnc ſſe 
of the godly. 
Note. 


5 Uſe. 
A ſeaſonable 
Item to all re- 
bell ious ſpirits. 
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3 no ſee 
how the Text expreſſes it: The Angels tool hold of bis hand. tbe Lord — mer- 
ould ſay, 


ciſull #nto him aud they brought him forth, Gen. 19. 16. As if he 


Would you fain ftay ? you ſhall not; the Lord, was merciſull to him whether 
he would or no. So you had no mercy on your ſelves, but the Lord bad; ye 
were wilfull againſt mercy, and the Lord faftned mercy on you, whether ye 
would or no, He commanded bis loving-kindneſſe, Fſal. 42. 8. Goe matcy and 
ſeize on them, Goe loving-kindneffe, and make them take ye: not as though 
God converted you againſt your wills: for when he converted you, your 
unwillingneſſe was taken away, but he made you of unwilling, willing. Oh 
the infinite mercy of God, and the infinite cauſe you have to be thankfull !* 

In the fifth place, to you that ſtand out in your wilfulneſſe ſtill; is it ſo that 
yeftick at a wil · not? then be exhorted to be much in — ſelves be- 
fore the Lord: your ſtoutneſſe is intollerable, that yon dare fer up the bryars 
and thornes againſt God in battle: down with them and be wiſe : you barden 
your own hearts, and diſable your ſelves more and more for repenting of it; 
ye deſpiſe the Lords name by the ſſubbornneſſe of your froward will, you can 
never be ſaved except your wills toop. Before Chriſt will meddle with a ſoule, 
he wil firſt ack, Art chox willing? as he asked the blind man, bat wilt thou 
that I doe unto thee ? Lord, ſayes be, thet I way receive my feght. Lak 18. 41. 
So the firſt queſtion he puts to thee is, What wilt thou? Lord that I may be 
humble, converted, purged. If thou beeſt wilfull, though he never take thee 
0 hood, but leave thee to thy ſelfe, he will be juſtified in thine eternall con- 

Ton. 75 2 8 

Firſt, Is it not enough that thou haſt willingly fallen in Adam, but thou 
muſt willingly ſtand out again? God new calls ther to means of grace, thou 


haſt ſtood out once already, and wilt thou be wilfull to ſtand out againꝰ as Ha- 


el, — in a miſtake, ſaid to their brethren, is the iniquity of Peor too little 
for us; from the which we are not cleanſed to this day ꝰᷣ but that ye muſh turn a- 
way this day tos ? Foſb, 22.17. So may I ſay, is your willing apoſtacy in As 
too little for you, from the which ye are not cleanſed to this day, but ye 
muſt willingly ſtand out againſt Chriſt too ? 3 ES nh 
Secondly, conſider the very Saints of God that have not halſe ſo many will 
nots as you, that ſtick more truly at a cannot; 1 would do good bat Lem. 
not. I ſay the very Saints of God they labour to humble themſelyes every day: 
O wretched man that I am ſayes Paul, Rom. 7. 24. dots Nau ery gut, Oh 
wretched man that I am ? he was « Saint of God, and heire of heaven, and 
ſure of bliſſy,; does he cry out of himſelfe, that he was wretchedꝰ dh. h, 
infinite need chen haſt chou to be humbled ! Thou art yet a child of hell, and 
heire of damnation, wilfull in thy fins to this houre, Ob wretchrdaman' that 7. 


conſider the more ſhameful ones ſia istho more reaſon do be hum | 
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A ones ſelf;-Parhiminto.a. hela, drive a 


— on lys..(Ldpt . whe- 


felf,chou g 


ing over un; no; ſayes Sue, the Lord your God is your i | d Wilfull diſebe- 
I bare King. So thou art wilſull, and thou wilt doe IS 8 oY io oh 
nor Ade te, the Lord buch forbidden thee; :Nay, bur will doe it, ws; ——— 
are wilfulf 4d chow wilt to Hell; vex thine own-beare with this :Whetia 
wilfal Malifufir comes after wards to-knowtbarif he bad not been wilful.che 
Jadge woul#taveſaved him, Ob how will it vex him I he could even rend his 
own haire, ind tear his own fleſh, what à mad man was II I ſorſook mine 
F ſo thon foreſakeft thine owa Clergy. thine own mercy hey t bat 
"Vanities" ſorſabs their woe deal 2. 8. wen BYE own beat 
. have forſaken mine own | 
, conſider if you would but ver your omlanlaich e con- 
n. | 2 your luſts under foot, and. cr * 


814. 


2 1 — your — of this point wks rooredi inyour , 

can never bi humbled +: a ive 6 
5 you excuſe your ſelves from allyour tranſgre! 
781 N 7 as + ow, Hons . 6 43%; 
a eek. ye excofe yourſelves for your original ſinne too, FF 
y thirdly, you make all your ſinnes — but infirmities, invig- 


| von commend your ſelves more then God. 1 Eads 
| vou block up the way to the throne 6f grace. — A 
5 4 —— blame upon God. (477 | 


ecauſe you lay ame upon nature. 1 
ondly,” beca — the blame on temptations. 4 
realy, becauſe you lay the blame on the times. 127 
, decauſe you lay the blame upon the Commandement. 
ws n y, you find fault with all che dealings of God. 
©! ed then of theſe baſe pleas and pretences : GC n 
poſe four or five particulars unnamed: 
pleading is the cauſe why you are lazie and ale in the uſe of 
n . we ſuffer our — to plead, Ob we cannot. 2 thus, 
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Thirdly, this fdme* tt ing A wer ets [God — Whyitbes 
God give me ſuch Commandements that I cannot obſerve'? Why does he | 
charge me to root out A luſt that I cannot rot om a chi i to urmiur a 5 
Go Like thoſe murmiting D = in the Ge, hen chey wert told tfiey 
muſt feed upon Chriſt; And 0 25 ſeeds upon mur; ſo your. ſüules muſt 
feed upon Chriſt; t EA hard ng. who can heare it, ſoy they? Chriſt 
conftrued thirfpeech to be nurmurisg, Joh. 6:50 6x; We cannar do this; and 
this is ſo_hard&we are not able to it. The text ſiyes it was murmuring, | 
When 7 knew in himſelfe that by Diſciples: murmured at ir\\thav pleading 
of a cannot was a murmuring. So when thou grumbſeſt on this mannerzi cun- 
b thus, TI cannot believe thus, & c. this is to murmur agaiuſt God, nay 
ring hes to Apoſtacy ar laft, if thoa'faffer thy heart to plead 
: 0 VI now thou att a forward profeſſor, yet beeft thou never ſo for- 
925 and fivouref any luff, and I cannot giveit over; I canaot root it out dc. 
I ſay this will break thy neck at che last, if chen doſt nor twoke to it. 
So it was with thoſe forenamed ——_ they were very forward Profeſſors, . 
for they were the Diſciples of Chrift ſayes the text; yet thoſe Diſciples, they 
went ama LAX aw walked no mort with Chriſt, verſe 66; their pleadings of 
their cannots, drove them to Apoſtacy ; they wene 4way-back.'So'thou-wilc 
go away back and fall into Apoſtacy if chon ſuffer thy heart to arten 
oc cannots in his manner. k- = of 
| bre this is the ſawſieſt excufe of all excuſes aby ligners eneuſe their 
own ſelves but there is more mannerlineſſe in all their excuſes iT" pray thee 
have me excuſed, ſayes one, I bave bought five yoke of O xen, and I pray thee 
have me excuſed ; ſayès the other, have bought a pufcbaſe-T ay ther fave 
me excuſed. Theſe thouph wretched excuſers aud turtied due from - all mercy, 
yet they were ſome what more matinerly ;but I cannot come Teyes thou, I have 
married a Wife, and I cannot come; Luke 14.20; this is moſt ſawey⸗ - excnſe, 
thou telleſt Chriſt in plaine termes, I cannot come, 44. ye may even fave 
your labour to invite, for this 1s ſhort and long, as we lay, [ cannot xome, This 
I put in onely by the by, : 6d - 
La yon ſome of che deceits of the heart in OE Tra N 
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Free ir les aoro God, AP Aabrsasee 
| Secondly, how it daflies | with God. 
73 7 eo 1 ſhewed you the firong reaſon we have t „de nds wider 
t eſe 1e 22 21 
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8 becauſe hete thiey/ ties the Hit. of the bean, 0 et cannons, bus 
To -vots Jer. 13. 17. 70 

e 22 25 ring of che brave, Brod 9.34.25. 
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Fifthly, now to goe on, bere lies the reaſon why Divines ſay that the con- 
verfion of a ſinner is a harder work theg the Creation of Heaven and Earth: 
for thus they doe rea ſan when God created Heaven and Earth, he had no- 
thing to reſiſt him; as he had nothing to help him, (he made all of nothing) 
ſo he had nothing to reſiſt him. There was but one difficulty in the Creaton 
of Heaven and Earth, but in the converſion of a ſinner there be two difficulties. 
Firſt, here is the ſame difficulty that was in creation, for God makes a Con- 
vert of nothings; he had nothing to help him, not one thought, not one de- 
fire, not one good inclination : and therefore the Scripture calls it a new Cre- 
ation; whoſoever is in Chriſt is 4 new creature, 2 Cor. 5. 17. that is, is created 
anew. And thereſore there was nothing præexiſtent, no not one thought, all 
the thoughts of men are only evill, and that continually. So there is the ſame 


difficulty, that was in the creation of Heaven and Earth: and then, 


Secondly, there is another difficulty more then there was in the creation: 
for as there was nothing præexiſtent to help, ſo there was nothing to reſiſt. But 


here is ſomething to reſiſt, the will it cefifteth : now the cannot does not 


reſiſt. No, the beſtowing of new powets is no more chen another Creati- 
on, but the changing of the will is more then another ion; for che will 
it reſiſteth, yea and it ſets all the ſoul a reſiftiog.Carnall reaſon reſiſteth, car- 
null deſires they reſiſt, all the ſoul it reſiſteth: and the greateſt refiftance of all 


is the reſiſtance of the will; for the will is the-uemoRt flrength of the ſoul. And 
therefore here lies the infinite difficulty ef the converſion of a ſinner, name- 
ly in the turning of the will: it requireth more power, then was required 
to the creation of Heaven and Earth. God put himſelfe forth more when 
he converted a ſinner, then when he created a World; and therefore 
the Scripture calls the day of converſion of mens wills, the day of his po- 
wer. Thy people ſhall be wilting in the. day of thy power, Pſal. 1 10. 3. In the 
day of thy power; marke, its called a day of thy power, when he con- 


verteth a people to be willing. Why? becauſe the will did reſiſt him : nay Not. 


God had his own ſelfe ro reſiſt him; anger Reps in his way to reſt him, 
Convert him not Lord, bis. wilſulneſſe hath anger'd thee ; Juftice : ſteps 
in to reſiſt him; ſave him not Lord his ſinnes have diſhonoured thee. Nay 
he had his mercy to reſiſt him; Mercy ſteps in, Lord he hath abuſed me, 
fave him not. Indeed had a ſinner yeilded as ſoone as he ſinned, mercy 
would not reſiſt him; but mercy had beene dealing with him, and he abuſed 
all mercy. And therefore he had mercy to reſiſt, nay and wiſdome one 
would think to reſiſt too; what a wilfull foole ? pistie him not Lord; there 
is no reaſon he ſhould be pittied, if he will periſh let him periſh. I fay, in 
the converſion of a finner, as there was nothing to affiſt him, ſo there 


was all to reſiſt. The will does reſiſt him, nay God had himſelſe (as I may fo 


ſpeak) to reſiſt him, yea, and mercy to reſiſt him: it was not ſo in the creation 


of Heaven and Earth. The creature had never provoked God not, to create it, 


but the ſinner hath provoked God never to convert him: fo that now God 

muſt have power over himſelf,if he mean to convert him. Oh then what infini- 
e reaſon haſt thou to be humbled: thou reſiſteſt God, as Srepbes told the Jewes, 
Jem have alwayes reſiſted the holy Ghoſt, Act; 7.51.ſo thou haſt reſiſted Gods 
ſpirit, yea, thy will does reſiſt him, & that is the ſtrongeſt thing to reſiſt in the 
world. His word comes to eonvert thee, &. thou doſt reſiſt his motions, his mer- 
cyes, his corrections, his ordinances, & all holy means to convert thee, thou doſt 
reſiſt them; nay his ſpirit contendeth within, and thou doſt refit him * 
I gave you five things to conſider, hat it is to ſtick ar your will nots: I be- 
ſeech you conſider yer farther, | 


Fir, If you will not, Gods Miniſters have diſcharged their duties, and 
| | have 
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you would not; he hath given you gracious offers, but you will not: therefore 


Fourthly, if you will not, ye murder your own ſouls: when a man hath 


was himſelf that did murder him, ſo he concludes, and that man is branded 
for murdering of bimſelf; ſo you murder your on ſouls. The 7eWes their 
ſouls were all murdered ; well, when the Coroner ſate on them, he conclu- 
ded they had murdered themſelves : O Iſraei thou haſt deſtreyed thy ſelf, Ca 
x 3.9. So if the Coroner fic on thee, its moſt certain he ſhall find thou haft 
murdered thine own ſelf; O what a company of you is there, your ſouls are 
quite murdered ; one in one ſinne, another in another: who hath murdered 
theſe men? not God, he was ready to help them; not the Minifter, he did uſt 
all. meanes to ſave them; he hath not been wanting to teach them and exhort 
chem. No, your own ſelves have murdered your ſelves; you would be car- 
nall, and you would be proud, and you would not lie down to the word: when | 
the Coroner fits on you, he muſt neceſſarily conclude, you have murthered 4 
your ſelves ; your own wils have condemned you. n | 


You 
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| nay 5 be 2 will nerer 2 [ 
: onted by anc ther Heaven cannot bear two Suns, 5020 1 TRY i IR 
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in thy heart, here would he two contrary/ wie mob 185 
cannot ber if Chriſt come, he will have thi 20d th theſTſtfts rirtſed” 
which thou wouldſt fain keep ; he will have this UYonearid one, ati alle * hk, 
wilt not: two contrary wills can never ſtand together. e | | 
trary to Chriſt, Chrifts will will be contracht& thine if thy will” 
that which will offend him, his Wilt will be 0 4% that wet "will. vex 
If ye wil walke contrary to me, [will alfo wall contrary to Joh 1 Eb hr 2 75 
34. No, no, your wills they muſt bow, or Chriſt will n e 500 in pag 
the will is the generall n of all the whote Göſpef the ſfurmmE'df Note, 
the whole Goſpelis this, to deny a mans ſelfe, and to rake 5 5 
and to follow Hm: now ſee the will is pre ſuppo ſed as L if i 
come after me, let him deny bimſelfe, &c; Lt. 9. 13 here Nn 
of the Goſpel, ne're a promiſe, ne*re a ane paſſage but debate 55 ; 
Chriſt will not open his mouth except thy wil be bron ———— 

A few words to you that are the redeemed of the Lörd: rg? 1274 men An anckening 
concluſion of all. I pray God ſmite home this point i no eur Fer for the re- 
though your wills be camed and ſubdued in — of the . you J lde deemed of the 
ſtand out as they do, nevertheleſſe obſerve you this point: thee” 5s many 4 Lord, 
Canaanite that remaines ſtill in our boſomes, that we may thank our own wills 
for not rooting out. We do not put our ſelves forth ſo much as we might, nor 
labour in the Lord ſo ſeriouſly as we might, nor walke' ſo cloſe as we might:oh 
beloved theſe ſame will nots do us all the miſchief that ever is done us. For. | 

Firſt, We never ſin againſt Goſpel but onely upon will notꝭ: indeed we fin Note. 
apainft the law in every of our cannots, but we never fin againft the Goſpel, 
but onely in our will nots. The Goſpel requires nothing of a. believer but 
that which is given him, and thereſore we never fin againſt the Goſpel, bat 
onely in our will nets : this is the voice of the Goſpel, #4 71; J if any man 
will, 7obx 7.17. Oh then let us tir up ourſelves, walt we ſin agaioft Goſpel, 
and be angry againſt mercy ? 

Secondly, we can never diſpleaſe God, bat onely" upon will nots. I fpeak one- 
ly upon Gods people ; we can never ftaine our acteprance with God, bit one- 
ly in our will nots ; though we cannot but ſinne in our prayers, but ſinne in 
our duties, but ſinne in every thing that we do; yet this does not Raine our 
acceptance with God, nor blemiſn it one whit,when God bath c wills; for if 
there be a willing mind, it is accepted according to that which a man hath, and 
not according to that which a man hath not, 2 (. S. 12. But when God would 
have us mend this, and we will not, and reform that, and we will not, we let 
ſecurity and ſloth break into our wills; here and here onely do we diſpleaſe our 
good God : this is a main thing to conſider , is there but one ching wherein 
we may diſpleaſe God, and ſhall we nor cake keed of that ? 

Thirdly, Conſcience can never condemn us but only upon wil nets; when 
a child of God ſianes, and he cannot otherwiſe chooſe, his conſcience can ne- 
ver condemn him, A child of Gods casts, de they never ſo mary, nay if 
they were millions more then they are, they never hinder fincerity; fincerity 
is rooted onely in the will; it is our wil mer that is the breach of fit erity, and 
therefore here onely the conſcience condemm :; does our conſcience * | 

us in our wayes? let us thank our wil #ets for this: have we little peace > it is 
| becauſe ofthe rebellion r ah! this is an infinite evil, for it 
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binders our comforts, it binders our boldneſſe of acceſſe to the Throne of 
ce, it hinders our patience, and every good duty, this does us infinite hurt; 
it ſtabs to the heart, and wounds our very ſoul, when our conſcience affor- 
deth little peace, O it hinders very grievouſly ; all this is long of our ws/ note, 
becanſe we will not be ſo carefall and ſo circumſpeR as we might, i 
Fourthly, God can never be ſo angry with us but only upon wi/ 5077: its 
true, as long as a man is not in Chriſt, all the ſcore ſtands, and God is angry 
for all; but God is angry for nothing but wil nots in his children, as Nehe- 
wieh ſayes of Gods people in Fudah, they would not heare, therefore God gave them 
up into the hand of the people of the land, Nebem. 9.30. God is nt angry with 
his people for cannets, but onely for their wil nots ; it is for our wil nots that 
God does not ſo goe out with our Minifters, nor ſo quicken his word co your 
hearts. Is it for our wil noty that he threatens our land, aud begins to abridge 
us of our ſpirituall food, and ſhewes ominous ſignes of his departing away from 
us; and are we not even ſick unto death for theſe wil nots > We complaine of 
our deadneſſe, and what trow we is the cauſe, but our wil nots > we complaine 
of our corruptions and of the leaneneſſe of our ſouls, and whom may we 
thank, but our wil nots? we might grow more then we doe, what lets us 
but our wil nots? What makes ſome of us goe down the winde, as we ſay, 
but becauſe we will not ſtand on our guards? Theſe, theſe, brethren, theſe will 
nots of ours are the reaſon why God is provoked againft us. O let us put forth 
our ſelves, and ſhake oftheſe wil nots, leaſt anger break out, and there be no 
remedy ; for ones crooked ſervant to be ftabborne, it is but his kind, but for 
ones child to be ſtubborne, tha angers the father indeed, ra 
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e. the belp offer x 
21 nin 21-236 a H 550 Gadcubid 4: 5: 
+ T hey will not ae inder L 
God bath given then, ibid. 
5. They grew .worſe by thi means af | 1 Part. The wil hath 3 
fordud ibem, ibid. the out ward aft. of the members, ibid. 
6. Their cannot is voluntivy, 612. Patt. Every na hath natural af. 
0 T, = are content with their can- | feftion in bim by nhich be may 40 
| ibid. mare then he doth, and: ſours "wore & 
The fit Ground of the Doctrine. vill then he doth, 11 
Ground 1. Every. man can do more | 3. God hath given to very man natus- 
good then he doth, and ſhun more 21 740 counſel, and natural Reaſon po 


then be doth, Prudence, 
This appears by theſe following 4. That i firſt in order which i — 
conſiderations. | ral, and afterwards that Which & 


Conſid. r. If a man can do no more then | ritual, andif a man flick thers, he 
he doth; nothing cas hindi bim "but — . 
bis will, bbid. . The ſecond Ground, 

2. If a mas can do no more then he dd, | 2- Ground, Every wicked man ts floth 
and yet will not be muſt needs volunt a- | full and negligent, 106 
rilj kinder bimſelf from doing that | Five demonſtrations to prove it. 
which be cannot, ibid. 1. Demon. Eviry wicked” man'' doth 

3. If a man will not do that he can, nes I RE TEN id, 
ther will he that which he cannot, "if * 2. He mae every little difficult y 4 
could. cannot, when as nothing but an impoſ- 


4. If a man Will mt do that he can, |  [Bility ts acamot,” 10 ey | 
can or can: not, all i gne to him, al 3+ A ftorbfull man turus bis vey abs 
flicks at his will. P ibid. 1 litres int cannots, 


can, this will mahe 4 mans conſcience unto cannots, \ 
ver it comes to ſpeak im ſober ſad- 5. He putter ft by balvi 47 of 


5, Fama will uot do that Which be [* He doth veluntarily nails inf 
neſſe, thanks himſelf for his poriſving 9. | Wer which bebe ib 
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x, Argu. Hecauſe When God doth con- 
vert a ſinner, be doth not put in new 
powers and faculties into the ſoul,ibid, 


2. Btcauſe be can ſhtw as great power 
otherwiſe, | ibid. 
* be can ſurW it t00 when he 
„ 17 
4. Becauſe the rod is able to whip it ont 
of him, ibid. 
5. Becanſe he can do an bundred times 
. wore when be is pleaſed, ibid. | 


6. Becauſe he will ſpew it in Hell, vir. 
That is was in bim to do. more then be 
did, 18 

3 Ground, A wickgd man will not ſet | 
lumſelfe to uſe all the means that be 

may, 19 

Demon. 4 Wicked man may uſe the 

means that God appointed as meant, 52 

1 Argu. Becauſe ti the very nature of 

br . means to come between ones can and 

| lis cannot. 20 


27 Becanſe God doth not exhort me 
4% a company of flocks and ftones, 
but «s men that are cdu by bits | 

N 21 

3. Bicanſe Gods anger id very reaſone 

_ ble, | ibid. 

| 4. Jecauſe Gods offer of his kingdome | 

| to the wicked © ſerious, ibid, | 

5. Becauſe Gods reproofes are very e- 

| qua U, 22 

| Concluſi. Hi condemnation muſt be 
Wilfsl, that will not wſe all the means, | 

ibid. 


| Proved by three Arguments, 

1 Argu. God Will not help that man by 
a miracle to go, that hath legs to go, 
Wia 


4. God will not ſet up anither door into 
beravin for any man in the Mor id, ibid. 
Further proofes and encouragemencs 
„to uſe the means. 
I, Som of the means that God bath ap- 
pointed, you may do them Without la. 
bour, 25 
2: Some ef the means that God bath aps 
pointed, ars eafier then them, ibid. 
3. Some of the means art naßer yet, ib. 
4. Some of the mim of gract, its bar- 
der to omit them then io nſe them, 
| Fy ibid. 
5. Some of the meant ef Frace, be they 
hard, yet they are but hard, they are. 
not impeſſible for you to uſe, ibid. 
Objections. 2 
The fir Objettion's drawn from the 
- Scriptures Which ſay tbey cannot, 


a 47 « 


The Scripture Feak: of prve cannots, 1. 
. Of a ä Of a delibzrate 


cannot, 3. Of a judicial cannot. 4. Of 4 
componnded can, F. 0f a humbling 
Cannes. | | 


| | 25 
bis T wa, (ai thou pretendeſt) but 


thow canſt nat. Perhaps its the will of 
thy conſcience, and nat the will of thy 
heart, 2. May be its acopulative will, 
Repentance and ſome Inſt, Godlineſſe 


and ſome luſt. 3. 1419 be thow haſt a 


Wonlding wil, this is no will but only 
a velleity.q., May be thou baſft « gen- 


rall Metaphyſicall will but to come to 
| there thow Wilt not, 5. hon 


haft no true Will, becauſe if thou didſt 

Will thou comld#b, 27 
T hou diſtreſt to do it, but art nat able. 
tho can toll beſt what is in thee, God or 


? _ and will not, mens bet] But the reafen of this 

E 2. God will not bate a farthing of the miſtake ts, 1+ Thon bat putareve cx. 

|  pricebe ſets thee at, 23 | nrhinking deſires, thou think ben dg 

| 3. Ged will never be brought ext of bis fefa. Then beſt ignores init, Is 

| welke to ſbew thee any mercy, or give | thou haft Wandering defires, Gs 

! thee any grace, 5 ibid, | therefore thou art miſtaken, 39 * 

ö Concluſi. Goat *r cannot be a1. This reſolveſt and baſt geod pur paſe . 

1 « diligem wſe of the | bar 6b thee conf et PI i; 

| en 24 | Theſe es thou ſprakeſt of art onely © 
| Reaſons of i. | — tbe pom ke ; 

_ x Real. Brcavſe broven ts an end, and evely to ſhuffle off the willing for tba 

| a end can never be geuon Without 1 preſent, 2. T bis will fer. heroafte 

| _ AK; | ibid. vil, becurſe its go with 
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20 Fob, thew how ſoppoſef thou Hate heve fews | 95 5 PEE 
-”. er temptations bote aſter, 1. Thea ſup- Ui £ This ee, the | 
. peſeſ then ſp alt be fitter herea'1 ter. 2 ee 
ö ; 3 Thy will for hereafter i nd will 5 Firſt, thou wouldft 2 2. if Gol + © 
wockery Wovld enable thee : but thy heart dat . SN 
ü labowreft to ſerve God, and to be but lye unto God, | l. 


ſaved. Sctcondly, bereby thou Jodgeff with Gel, 
Ts this io labour for grace and_braven, | and tempreſt the Lord bid, 
when thin laboareſt ſs idly i whe: + | Thirdly, bereiy chow” T F 
foro thy impenitency i wilfull thy word. when ib & hiſt brard it, 32 
demnation's wilfull,and thy raine Wile |, U* ES This point calli far great humic 
ll. | 111 jon ; for 1. Here Hes eſp: cially 5 
Hure allo it follower. 1. That 5 the pride of the heart; not yu ments en - 3 Y | 
'— flruflionis from (elf, 2. Tour deftrutti- | nets but their will nots, ibid. 
i wt, 3 Tour d:ſtruttion is in. 1. Here hes Fþtcrally the hardving of 
chſable, 4. Tour deftruTion is wna- | the heart, 
* 1 N 5. Tour diſt uction is puti | 3. Hers thes eſpᷣiciallj the fiubbormeſſe | 
7, 6. Tra- defiruttion is grie van. | of the bea it, ibid. 


314. Here hes the geatoſt d. 5 Hing is 
: : Aoplicstion. , Commandeme nts of God, 5575 =. 
. | Vle 1. of laſt / uction Thew cauſt never hk. To quick:n the thankfalu 7 "Mp 
a | be hambled anleſſe thou believe thi: h the G — 3 © 
lt truth ; a man is never bumblid as 7 of ſeaſenable item to all Rebellious 
4 be excuſes limſeif Now. rits, 


1 Ex-uſr, F:irft thow e.ccnſeſt thy ſelf 15 1 1s it not enotigh that thou haſt 725 ; 
_ af Tr anſgrefſions beſg les original, ib. ly fallen in Alam, but thou ninſt ICIS 
5 2. Now thow excuſ” ſt thy ſelſa from o- | lingly ſtand ont again ? . 
| ee fin tes; Lord I would br with. 2. Conſider the very Sagnts of God — e 


ow! fin, lut I cannot, ibid.] hve not balfe ſo many will-nots a e 
3; Ney thou exculeht thy ſelf frieveryF [that fc wore truly at at « canner, 
| ' oy chow takeſt all thy ſins to b 2 l. 
| thing but info mities, ibid. 3. (onfder the more ſhamefull one; fs 
4 4. Nay thes commendeſt thy felfe 1 i, the more veaſon to be r or _— 
WH | then God bid. Ng | fourthly confider there: ng 5 
5. Nay ibow canſt not ſo much as he to] ſbami then to make ay one: 7 is &,5, 490.0 
I Ho for a will thow art ſo proud that | 5. Conſider if you wonld but ver your 
ö | © thow conceiveſi tbou haſt that already own ſoul with the erious con ſiderati- : 
34] ens i wd wake 7 you kick, Jour loſs ** 
1 6. Naython layift all the bla upon | mnnder 7 
YA - God, ibid. The d of bal: pleas & 2 u 


1. Demon. F iſt , becauſe you caſt the | 1. This ſame pleading ts the canſe Why | a 5 
"Hem ace nature, its my natar- and | ' you are lazy aud idle in the n/c of the #9 


ibid. | awe ans. vis. becauſe you ſuffer your © 
LY - deft caft the lam: . | hearts te plead, oh we Cannot do is, > © 
en comprations ; its my hard lap to . ll ibic. 
upon fp. tu. ibid.] 2. Thi ſame pleading brings ap an evil 332 
* Thrdy, thou layeft the blame *  _ pon pie 2222 4%ͤ ö 
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huaven and earth, fir f betauſe, 41 
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2, As there wan nothing preexiſtent in 
the creation 10 help, 75 there Was no⸗ 


o reſiſt; bat here is bing : 
2 2 21 it 1 ibid, 


bo Bas Jou —_— not, Gods Miniflers have 
. diſcharged their duties, and have lift 
your blood on Jour omi hands, ibid. 


creation, for God makes 6 moms of 
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for, - hid. 
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alc, ibid. 


the Lord, that they take head ef will 
os for, 

1 I. We never fin againſt Goſoel, nov uf 
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